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A    Letter    to   a  Friend. 


Dear    SIR. 

)^)0(^"^  T  will  perhaps,  at  firfl:  Sight,  be  thought  flrange  by 
)fi^  I  )8(  many,  that  I  fhould  have  defired  Your  PermiiTion  to 
w  w^^  addrefs  to  You  a  Vindication  of  my  Condud,  and  Cha- 
.ry^Tff^M  racier,  in  anfwer  to  a  virulent  Invedive  lately  publifhed 
againft  me,  in  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  yf  Letter  to  R.  F.  £/f,  and 
which  has  been  difperfcd  far  and  near,  with  wonderful  Diligence, 
and  A6livity. 

Not  only  the  long,  uninterrupted  Friendfhip,which  has  fubfifted 
between  us,  from  out  fi'rft  Entrance  into  Life,  gives  You  a  Right 
to  exped  I  fhould  clear  up  any  Particulars  exceptionable  even  in 
my  private  Behaviour,  if  I  wifh  to  retain  a  Circuinllance  of  fo 
much  Honour  to  me  •,  but  Your  generous  and  unwearied  AfTifl- 
ance,  and  Support  of  my  Interefl  in  a  publick  Light,  authorizes 
You  to  claim  an  equal  Vindication  of  my  Condu6t,  in  the  Sphere 
in  which  You,   among   my  other  Friends,  have  endeavoured  to 

'  place  me  ;  and  as  Your  Diflance  from  this  Town  does  not  afford 
You  the  Opportunity  of  learning,  any  otherwife  than  by  Letter, 
the  real  State  of  Matters  in  Difpute  •,  fo  to  You,  Sir,  and  Others  in 
Your  Situation  only,  is  there  any  Neceflity  for  me,thus  to  vindicate 
myfeJf :  Since  With  thofe  who  are  nearer  to  the  Scene  of  thefc 
Tranfadtions,  and  to  whom  my  CharacSber,  and  that  of  my  Accufcr, 

J  as  well  as  the  State  of  many  of  the  Fafts  is  known,  I  might  fafely 
^  A  have 


■{  t ) 

have  trufted  the  Iffue  of  this  Difpute,  relying  only  on  the  flighr, 
and  occafiona)  Stri(flure<,  to  which  common  Converfation  would 
have  aflt)rdcd  Room  -,  as  nothing  is  more  eafy  to  me,  than  by  the 
iTiort,  and  plain  Language  of  fimple,  and  undifguifed  Truth,  to 
piyff  down  this  mighty  Fabrick,  the  joint  Labour  of  Falfehood, 
and  Fallacy  -,  which,  like  the  Difguife  of  the  Original  Deceiver  iA 
Mtliop^  will  not  abide  the  Touch  of  this  Ithurhr^  Spe^  1     ' 

But  this  Pamphlet,  Sir,  is  calculated  for  the  diftant  and  unin- 
formed, who  from  thofe  Circumftances  alone  are  open  to  Deception^ 
and  if  it  is  their  Happinels  to  know  no  fuch  abandoned  Gharadcrs 
ia  their  Neighbourhood,  will  be  apt  to  doubt  that  any  Man  can 
be  found,  fo  audacious  to  aflert,  and  fo  profligate  to  maintain, 
Fa(5ts,  and  Inferences,  which  have  no  Exiflence  in  Truth,  or 
Keafon  -,  yet  fuch  I  dare  take  upon  me  to  demonstrate  every  par- 
ticular Charge,  or  Conclufion,  in  this  boafted  Performance  to  be. 

You  fee  ms  therefore.  Sir,  a  private  Man,  much  againfl:  my  Incli- 
nations dragged  into  Print,  in  my  own  Vindication ;  a  Gircum- 
ilance  wh'ch  is  the  only  Excufe  the  Publick  can  allow  for 
fuch  a-n  impertinent  Intrufion  upon  it.  It  will  eafily  be  believed  I 
fhould  not,  were  it  avoidable,  have  made  Choice  of  fuch  a 
Controverfyi  and  fuch  an  Adverfary. 

That  I  do  not  addrefs  my  Reply  to  the  Perfon  who  has  fet  his 
Name  to  the  Letter,  will  not  be  wondered  at  by  any  one,  when  he 
fliall  have  read  this  Defence.  A  Man  capable  of  confounding  all 
Dat^s,  of  falfifying  all  Fadls,  and  of  forging  private  Converfations, 
is  a  Correfpondent  too  contemptible  and  dangerous,  even  to  have 
to  do  with  in  Print.  He  wants  no  Anfwer;  his  own  Heart  can 
ftirnifli  one,  as  it  knows  the  Falfehood  of  the  Charges  -,  and  I  am 
even  glad  of  this  Occafioji  of  declaring  publickly,  I  will  never 
have  Controverfy,  or  Connexion  with  him  again. 

Besides,  Sir,  it  would  be  too  great  a  Compliment  to  his  Vanity, 
13b  confider  T]im   as  the  Author  of  the  Letter  in  Queftion :  His 
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Compiler  has  not  prefcrved  the  leaft  Refembjance  of  Scife  or 
Miinner,  «o  countenance  tht  Piietence.  Wio  it  rcatly  was,  I  will 
«ot  take  upon  me  to  aflcrt ;  though  1  am  Jittle  at  a  Lofs  where  to  fi-f 
it  in  my  own  Judgment;  but  I  mean  this  a  Letter  of  ftriil  Evi- 
^nce,  not  of  Conjecture,  however  probable.  The  little  fleek 
Animal,  who  beti*ays  himfelf  by  the  Heap  of  Dirt  he  throws  up, 
may  defy  the  watchful  Gardener  to  convidl  him  judicially,  as  he 
never  fees  him  openly  at  the  Work  ;  but  the  erranteft  Novice  of  a 
Plough-boy,  who  views  the  Production,  will  not  be  at  a  Moment's 
Lofs,  to  what  Species  of  Vermin  it  is  owing.  However  as  the 
letters  that  have  fallen  in  my  way  of  theSubfcriber'smakeit  evident 
to  me  -,  as  it  muft  be  to  every  Reader,  who  has  had  the  Opportu- 
Tiity  either  of  Correfpondence,  or  Converfation  witli  him  -,  that  he 
could  not  be  the  Author  of  the  Letter  in  Queilion ;  I  ihall  chufe 
in  the  Courfe  of  this,  to  diftinguifh  him  throughout,  by  the  Title 
tsf  the  Lette-r-sioner  ;  as  well  alfo  as  that  thereby,  I  ihall  in 
fomc  Degree,  be  enabled  to  treat  this  modern  Incendiary,  with  the 
well-imagined  Mortification  inflicled  on  the  ^.rch-Incendiary  oif 
Antiquity  •,  who  burnt  the  Temple  of  Diana  at  Ephefus^  merejy  to 
make  himfelf  talked  of;  and  to  counteract  whole  extravagant 
Vanity,  the  Law  of  his  Condemnation  made  it  criminal  even  to 
fnention  his  Name* 

Nothing,  Sir,  can  be  an  eafier  Tafk,  than  for  me  to  refufe 
every  particular  Charge  brought  againft  me  by  the  Letter- figner  \ 
iiay  it  will  in  the  End  appear,  thatl  am  indebtied  to  him  for  a 
-frefh  Obligatiofu,  in  thus  forcing  upon  me  a  Pretence,  and  Opportu- 
nity, to  bring  fome  Circumftances  of  my  Conduft  before  the  Pub- 
lick,  which  otherwife  I  could  not  have  had  the:  Vanity  to  have 
-obtruded  on  their  Notice  :  Confcious  as  I  am,  that  the  more  my 
Behaviour,  in  the  Election  ConteftsJ  have  been  engaged  in,  is  fcru- 
tinized,  the  more  it  will  turn  out  to  my  Honour.  But  I  own 
there  is  one  Difficulty  I  find  myfelf  mo(l  difagreeably  under : 
Could  the  Difpute  be  confined  between  him  and  me,  without 
introducing  more  refpc^tablc  Names  into  the  Lifts,  I  muft  be  con- 
^€at,  for  diis  once,  with  the  Conflift :  But  h^  has  extended  the 
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Scene  of  Aftion,  not  only'to  what  I  have  done,  and  faid.-,  but  to 
what  he  has  been  pleafed  to  fay  of  me,  and  for  me,  to  Others; 
and  what  They  have  been  induced  thereby  to  fay,  and  offerv  in 
return,  I  have  had.  Sir,  too  much  Experience,  in  my  own  Cafe, 
of  the  Liberties  tliis  Man  indulges  to  himftlf,  in  his  Rehuions 
of  private  Converfations,  (much  niore  extended  and  enlarged  than 
he  has  yet  ventured  to  exhibit  in  Print  -,)  to  think  myfelf  fafe,  or 
v/arranted,  to  follow  him  always  implicitly  therein.  The  Warmth 
of  an  Eledion  Canvafs,  the  Saturnalia  of  our  Confiitution,  may 
excufe,  nay  juftify  a  Scrutiny  into  the  Condu6l,  the  Charader,  and 
the  Services  of  Candidates  •,  but  I  know  no  Right  I  have  to  bring 
Members,  once  eledted,  and  a6tually  ferving  in  Parliament,  to 
this  Bar  of  Inquiry,  at  fuch  a  Diflance  of  Time  from  the  Expi- 
ration of  their  Truft.  It  is  one  of  the  Diftindlions  I  value  myfelf 
upon,  that  in  the  Contefts  in  which  I  have  been  unluckily  en- 
gaged, I  have  had  the  Honour  of  the  Approbation  of  my  Civi- 
lity, and  good  Behaviour,  nay  the  Thanks  of  thofe,  whom  it  was 
my  Misfortune  to  be  fet  up  in  Oppofition  to .  And  if  ever  it  is 
my  Lot  to  find  myfelf  again  in  the  fame  Circumflanccs,  I  trufl, 
I  fhall  flill  preferve  the  fame  Propriety  of  Condudl :  Nor  will  1  be 
provoked,  by  the  Petulance  of  this  Man,  to  demean  myfelf  to 
that  conftant  and  infallible  Charadleriflick  of  the  Qiiarrels  of  the 
Vulgar  ;  who  never  fail,  when  exafperated  by  Servants,  and  De- 
pendants, to  dired  their  Abufe  againft  their  Patrons,  and  Mailers. 

If  therefore,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Reply,  fome  things  are  not 
fo  fully  explained,  and  enlarged  upon,  as  they. afford  me  Scope, 
and  Temptation  for,  the  candid  Reader  will  attribute  it  to  the 
above  Motives  :  I  truft  I  fhall  not  want  them  for  the  Fulnefs  of 
my  Defence  -,  and  I  will  not  purchafe,  at  fuch  a  Price,  any  little 
additional  Ornament  to  my  Triumph. 

Having  premifed  thefe  few  Obfervations,  I  now  come  to 
the  Subftance  of.  the  Letter  itfelf  ^  which  I  mufl  acknowledge  to 
be  very  artful  and  ingenioys,  both  as  to  Method,  and  ExprefTion  j 
and  wants  only  the  trifling,  unefTential  Circumftance  of  Truth,  to 
be  really,  as  is  boafted,  perfeftly  unanfwerable. 
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As  the  Plan  is  well  laid  down,  I  fhall  follow  it  in  my  Re- 
ply i  labouring  however  under  this  Difadvantage,  which  j)erhaps> 
is  infeparabic  from  an  Anfwer  j  that  it  mufl:  be  much  longer  than 
the  Letter  which  gives  Occafion  to  it. 


I  pafs  over  the.firft  four  Paragraphs,  as  they  fceni  to  be,  placed 
merely  for  Ornament  j  and  alfo  becaufe  what  iictle  Matter  is  in 
them,  will  be  confidered  of  Courfe  as  we  proceed  to  other  Obje<5li- 
ohs.  If  the  Letter-figner's  Coridudl  is  unexceptionable,  nay  me- 
ritorious, as  he  flates  it ;  then  doubtlefs  they  who  have  Jlandered 
and  calumniated  him,  are  to  blamiC.  .  If  I  appear  not  to  have  b^n 
one  of  that  Number,  but  to  have  argued  on  thi^  Head,  juft  as  he 
has  done,  then  all  he  alledges  againft  me,  in  Confequ^nce  of  it, 
falls  to  the  Ground. 


This  will  appear  in  what  I  am  going  to  fay,  in  anfwer  to  the 
next  Paragraph  j  where  he  flates,  in  his  Way  indeed,  the  Caufe 
of  my  Refentment  againft  him.  That  he  had  withdrawn  his 
Inter ejl  from  the  AJfiftance  of  mine.  And  having  conjured  up  this 
Apparition^  he  proceeds,  methodically  enough,  with  the  Afliftance, 
I  fuppofe,  of  the  Parfon  of  the  Parifh,  to  lay  it  again  in  the  Red^, 
Sea.  But  pray  when,  and  where,  did  I  make  this  ridiculous  Ac- 
cufation?  Let  him  afk  fuch  as  I  happened  to  cbnverfe  with  at  that' 
Time,  and  he  will  find  me  faying,  that  I  indeed  had  the  leaft 
Reafon  of  any  one  to  complain  of  him;  that  he  had  ferved  me, 
and  my  Intereft  twice  ;  and  1  had  no  Right  to. quarrel  with  Jiim, 
if  he  refufed  to  continue  iti  to  a  third,  or  a  twentieth  Time.  .  I 
thought  indeed  his  Friends,  vvhom^he  had,  by  the  Pretence  of  a^ 
Common  Caufe,  lifted  under  his  Baqnef,  had  Reafon  to  exclaim 
for  being  betrayed,  and  fold  :  But  I  did:nQt  mix  my  Refentment 
with  theirs;  though  perhaps  I  could  not  avcud,.feeling  fomething,. 
for  the  Indignity  offered  me,  in  being  thus  made  a.  kind  of  Shrpve- 
tide  Cock,  by  this  ^reat  Man^  to  be  fet  up,  only  to  be  knocked 
down  again,  for  his  Emolument  and  Diverfion,  \ 

'   '    ■   - ■  ^     .  '  But 
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But  we  ace  ivtsw  coraae  to  a  Change  of  f&mt  Confcquence  wi- 
deed :  He  fays,  he  is  under  n©  perfinal  Ohli^Mion  to  mc  -,  and  that 
I  firft  violated  the  Frieadiiiip  between  us.  This  latter  Part  being 
one  of  the  moft  important  and  decisive  Aocu%ionsin  tbewiole 
Book,  I  ftiall  confider  it  by  itfelf  •,  though  for  the  Prefent  J,  muft 
for  the  fake  of  Method,  poftppne  it ;  till  we  cptric  to  that  Partpf 
the  Narration  where  it  is  again  repeated,  and  the  Fad  referred  to 
ipecified.  Sorry  I  am,  however,  to  labour,  for  the  Space  of  a  few 
Pages  reading,  under  fuch  an  Imputation,  which  1  can  fo  eafily 
remove. 

The  Oj^ligations  I  am  under  to  him,  and^js  not  being  under  the 
kaft  Obligation  to  nne,  fo  often,  and  in vidioufly  repeated,  (not  lefs 
than  twelve  Titnc?,^  in  theCompafs  of  fourteen  Pages,  gave  Oc- 
cafion  to  a  worthy  Friend  of  mine,  to  refer  to  thefc  Lines  in 
Prior^ 

To  John  I  pw'd  greatObligatioii ; 

But:  John  unliappily  thought  fit. 
To  pijBlifh  it  to  afl  the  Nation  ; 
Syre  John  a^d  I,  are  tnore  than  quit. 

I  could  not  refrain  from  giving  a  Place  to  this  very  appofite 
Jthjpromtu  Application  of  my  worthy  fjiiead ;  thp'  the  $ubjea 
deferves,  and  fhall  have  a  more  feriou$,Repiy  Jrom  me. 

At  the  Bottom  of  tlie  2d  Page  he  introduce*  a  kind  of  Faft, 
Aat  would  hardly  be  worth  entering  into  a  Difpute  with  him 
afcout  *;  were  it  not  for  the  falfe  ^nd  fallacious  Cpnfequence  he  en- 
d^eavours  to  draw  from  it,  in  the  fucceediiig  Paragraph.  Whether 
r  firft  applied  to  him  in  1753  to  afk  his  vote  ;  or  whether  I  was 
^PUred  of  his  Afliftance,  before  fuch  Application  ;  feems  at  firfl 
Sight,  a  very  unimportant  Difcuflion ;  and  moft  probable  to  have 
ttecn  in  the  way  ftated  by  him,  as  the  ufual  Method  in  Eledion 
CanvafTings:  Yet  the  JLeafoning  he  would  eftablifh  thjereu,poo,  is 
Jjy  no  Means  a-  Trifle;  apd  he  i^confcious  a  great  Deal  of  his 
^erit,  in  the  Support,  and  his  Difgrace,  in  the  Defertion^f  the 
'  '^  '  *  Caufe, 
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Caufc,  will  turn  upon  this  fir%fe  Point ;  whlcti  lit  therefore  ctl- 
deavours  to  (luf  over  unobferved.  Hear  ifherefore.  Sir,  I  beg  Yob, 
a  few  trifling  Circumftanccs  from  mc,  corroborated  by  Dates,  thctfe 
ilubborn  Evidences,  which  will  not  be  forced,  or  terrified  ;  and  it 
will  appear  to  You,  and  all  the  World,  that  in  Littte  Matters,  a> 
well  as  Great,  the  Aflertions  of  this  Man  arc  not  to  be  credited  ; 
but  Fa<5ls  and  Ehtes,  muft  equally  be  overturned,  wherever  they 
ftmd  in  the  Way  of  his  Intereft. 

It  is  pretty  tiniverfally  known  that  fome  Events,  which  hap- 
pened on  the  Michaelmafs  Day  1753  when  the  then  New- Mayor 
held  his  Inauguration  Feaft,  gave  the  firft  Encouragement  to  my 
Friends  in  this  Town,  to  think  an  Attempt  might  be  made,  in 
Favour  of  me,  with  tolerable  Proipe<5l  of  Succefs.  What  Rea- 
il)ns  there  were  for  the  Alteration  of  the  Behaviour  of  fome,  who 
had  till  then  warmly  fupported  the  Intereft  of  the  fitting  Members, 
I  Hiall  not  enter  into,farther  than  to  obferve  that  a  Difappointment, 
v/hich  the  Letter- figner  had  met,  in  his  Application  for  a  Place  in 
the  Cuftoms,  which  he  looked  upon  as  a  Reward  due  to  his  La. 
bours  in  the  Service  of  the  then  Members,  was  univerfally  known 
to  have  occafioned  much  Difguft,  and  Refentment  in  him.  And 
as  his  Family  Connedlions  were  very  confiderable,  it  was  to  their 
Support,  and  Countenance  of  him,  in  thefe  Pretenfions,  that  a 
good  Deal  of  the  remarkable  Coldnefs  was  attributed,  with  whidi 
One  of  the  then  Honourable  Members,  who  was  prefent  at  the 
Hall,  was  received.  This  was  fo  glaring  to  every  Eye,  that  two  9f 
my  zealous  Friends,  with  whom  1  paffed  the  Evening  of  that  Day^ 
were  fanguine  enough,  to  prefs  me  warmly,  to  take  fome  Steps,  in 
Confequence  of  it,  to  found  the  Inclinations  of  the  Reft  of  my 
Well  wifhers :  But  the  Apprehenfions  I  entertained,  of  the  Ex'- 
pence,  and  Fatigue  of  an  Eledion  Conteft,  of  fo  long  Duration, 
detei'red  me  from  clofing  with  their  Advice;  and  I  brought  them 
over  to  an  Acquiefcence  with  me,  in  poftponing,  as  long  as  polli- 
ble,all  Steps  which  might  engage  us  in  a  Declaration.  Accordingly 
I  kept  on  my  ufual  private  Courfe  of  Life,  and  paflcd  a  great  Part  of 
my  Time,  at  a  little  Place  of  Retirement,  about  fix  Miles  from  the 

Town, 
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■iTown.  Once  ifideed,- about  four  Days  after  Micliaelmafs;  I  fell 
into  Converfation  with  the  Letter-figner,  who  threw  out  to  rne 
fome  Hints  of  his  Refentment  •,  but  on  the  Principle  I  have  men- 
tioned above,  I  made  no  ■  Advances  to  clofe  with  him.  Thus 
Things  went  quietly  on  till  the  24th  of  Odlober,  when  two  Gen- 
tlemen, whofe  Names  I  have  Leave  to  mention,  Mr.  Love^  now 
Capt.  Love^,2,xiA  Mr  Benjamin  Cooke^  came  over  to  vifit  me  at  my 
Country  Place  •,  and  on  the  Very  Furpofe  to  inform  me,  of  the 
favourable  Difpofition,  which  pretty  univerfally  appeared  in  my 
Behalf"; '  a-nd  particularly,  (which  is  'the  Point  of  Importance  \) 
of  the  Zeal  which  the  Letter-figner  had  exprefTed  for  me,  in  -a 
publick  Club,  a  Night  or  two  before.  They  prelfed  me  to  come 
to  Towny  to  avail  myfelf  of  thefe  Circumftances  ;.  and  I  accepted  a 
kind  Invitation  from  one  of  them,  to  fup  at  his  Houfe  the  Night 
alter,  where  he  engaged  a  few  Friends  to  meet  me.  However 
riothing  yet  tended  to  a  Declaration  •,  fo  much  depended  on  the 
i^art,  the  Connexions  of  the  Letter-figner  would  take  in  this 
-Affair,  that  till  we  were  fecure  of  their  AfTiflance,  the  Engagement 
of  himfelf,  and  his  fewjmmcdiate  Dependants,  was  not  confidered 
as  of  Confequence  enough  to  induce  us  to  take  a  Step  of  this 
Importance.  . 

You  will  obferve,'Sir,  I  make  a  Dif^indfion  between  the  Connec- 
tions, and-the  Dependants  of  the  Letter-figner;  and  with  Reafon  : 
The  firft,  from  the  Moment  they  joined  our  Friends,  united  with 
us  in  Inrereft,  Affedion,  and  Principle;  have  continued  fo  ever 
fince,  and  flill  make  a  fhining  and  important  Part  of  the  mutual, 
and,  I  hope,  permanent  Alliance  :  1  he  others  follow  the  Beck  of 
-their  '  eader -,  and  by  proving  their  Subfcrvience  to  his  Didates, 
jforfeit  all  Pretenfions  to  a  Merit  of  their  own,  from  fuch  Services, , 
as  they  concurred  in,  while  he  fulfered  them,  to  act,  for  his  own 
Intcreft,  in  Conjundtion  with  us. 

It  was  not  till  the  30th  of  Odober  that  I  applied  perfonally  to 
the  Letter  figner ,  who  received  me  kindly,  and  very  prudently 
adyiled  me  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  his  Father  Mr.  B.  as  a  Step  propcrlj 

previou> 
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previews  to  KIs  taking  any  publick  Meafures  In  my  Favour.  I 
accordingly  waited  on  Mr.  B,  and  was  received  by  him  with  f© 
much  CiWliry,  and.fach  AfTurances  of  Support,  in  Cafe  he  faw  any  ^ 
Profpe6b  of  my  Succefs,  that  I  fhall  ever  retain  the  moftgratetul 
Remembrance  of  it  On  thefc  Encouragements  I  was  induced  fooa 
after,  to  appear  publickly  as  a  Candidate  ;  and  the  8th  of  November 
was  nominated  as  fuch,  at  the  Hall,  by  a  general  Meeting  of  the' 
Freemen. 

That  I  have  been  fo  particular  on  the  above  Head,  may,  I  fear. 
Sir,  appear  tedious  to  You,  and  to  many  ;  but  I  thought  it  high- 
ly neccllary,  in  Contradiction  to  the  Letter- figner's  Aflertions,  to 
afcertain  thcfe  preliminary  Fa6ls  .  That  my  Friends  were  en- 
couraged to  attempt  the  Oppofition  in  my  Favour,  by  the  known, 
and  avowed  Refentment  of  this  great  Man,  againft  One  of  the  then 
Honourable  Members  :  That  I  was  made  acquainted  with  his  De- 
clarations in  my  Behalf,  when  retired  in  the  Country,  feveral  Days 
before  I  made  the  leaft  Advances  to  him  for  his  Vote  :  That  1  was 
advifed  by  him  to  apply  to  Mr.  B.  and  on  the  Strength  of  his  kind 
AfTurances,  and  on  the  Confidence  of  his  extenfive  Intereft,  was 
at  laft  determined  to  enqrao-e  in  the  Conteft.  Whoever  will  take 
the  Pains  to  r:ompare  thefe  Partirulars  with  the  two  Paragraphs 
above  referred  to,  will  eafily  diftinguifh  the  Contrariety  between 
them. 

We  are  now  come  again  to  the  Obligations  fo  frequently  thrown 
in  my  Teeth.  J  a/fijled  you  at  the  Expeneof  my  Healthy  my  Timey 
and  to  clofe  all  the  Reft,  an  emphatical  ^c.  This  Jaft  indeed 
points  out  ftrongly  enough,  what  other  AfTiftance  is  meant  •,  but 
how  the  Lcttcr-figner  was  prevailed  upon  to  flip  this  fair  Occafiotn 
of  introducing tlie  favourite  Subject  His  Money,  can  be  no  otlier 
way  accolinted  for,  than  his  being  under  the  DiredMon  of  the 
better  Senfe,  and  greater  Art  or  his  Coadjutor  •,  who.  notwithftand- 
ing,  could  not  prevent  him  a  lecond  Time,  frorn  giving  full  Scope 
to  his  darlingTopicki. fince  Hiw-  Movey  ftares  joii  i'M  in  the  Face, 
at  ihcFop  of  thi  fucce^drng  Paje.-  ••How*ever^as'he-bafs  willing- 
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ly,  or  unwillinglyv omitted  the  exprefs  Mention  of  it,  in  the  Paflage 
now  under  Examination,  I  will  alfo  poilpone  my  Reply  to  it,  and 
only  here  take  Notice  of  the  Obligation  in  general  Terms,  orl 
which  he  lays  fo  much  Strefs. 

That  every  Gentleman,  who  has^the  Misfortune  to  Hand  Can- 
didate, in  a  controverted  Eiedlion,  lays  him fclf  under  Obligaticns 
to  thofe  who  aflid  his  Intereft,  is  a  Matter  not  to  be  difputed  ;  and 
tiiat  he  owes  them  all  the  Returns  of  Services  in  his   Power,    both 
publick,  if  he  fucceed,or  private,  at  all  Events  ;  is  equally  incontef- 
table  :  But  then.  Sir,  Obligations  of  this  fort  admit  a  great  Variation 
in  their  Weight  and  Extent,   from  the  known  and  acknowj edged 
Motives,  and  Views,  on  which  different  Candidates  offer  them- 
felves.     If  a  Man  confider  Parliament,  as  a  Market,  in  which  he 
may  difpofe  of  his  Talents,  or  Principles,  to  mod  Advantage,  his 
Eledors  have  certainly  a  Right  to  exped  lome  Share  with  him,  in 
the  Profits  he  thus  derives  from  their  Votes  :  But  others  will  think, 
that  if  a  Gentleman  has  clearly  no  Views,   but  the  Service  of  the 
Town,  to  which  he  is  connedted;  either  by  Refidence,  or  Birth  ;  a 
great  Part  of  the  Obligation  is  reciprocal,  and  efpecialjy,  if  it  is  at 
the  Requefl  of  his  Friends  and  Eledors,  that  he  is  induced  to  ap- 
pear as  a  Candidate.     But  the  Letter- figner   fays,   he  is  under  m 
perfojial- Obligation^  to  me^  (Page  the  2d  J  and   again  in  the  next 
Page,  that  he  was  not  then^  nor  has  been  at  an)  Time  fince^  under  the 
leaft  Obligation  to  me ;  and  again,  Page  the   12th,  he  challenges 
me  to  name  the  Obligation  he  has  to  me,     1  am  afraid.  Sir,  this  is  a 
Charge,   the  trueft  in  the  whole  Book ;  and  holds  good,  not  only 
towards  him,  but  towards  every  other  Gentleman,  and  Freeman, 
to  whofe  Support  I  ftand  indebted.     The  only  poor  Anfwer  I  can 
make  to  it  is,  that  unluckily,  I  have  never  had  it  in  my  Power  : 
For  I  think  I  may  venture  to  defy  him,  in  my  Turn,  to  name  the 
Service  to  him,  or  any  other  of  my  Friends,  which  I  could  have 
done,  that  I  have  either  refufed,  or  negleded.     He  owns  indeed 
I  have  been  free  enough,  nay  lavifh  to  him,  in  my  Expreflions  of 
Gratitude  ;  o^  which  he  gives  fevera!  Inftances  ;  and  one  of  them 
he  ha3  evei^  can:ied  an  to  a  ridiculous,  and  improbable  Length : 

But 


Blithe  IS  additionally  unlucky,  to  have  fixed  this f maudlin,  and 
pedantick  Bombuft,  as  the  Rcfult  of  a  Converfation,  where  the 
only  Circumftance,  which  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  produced  this 
OYcrflo  ving  of  Gratitude,  was  abfolutely  false  i  as  I  ihall  fhow. 
when  I  come  to  confider  the  Converfation  itfelf. 

But  I  profefTed  my  Obligations  to  him  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms^ 
thoM  knew  of  fonie  other  Motives  for  bis  Activity  ^  befides  my  Service, 
Is  not  this  an  Evidence  out  of  his  own  Mouth,  in  favour  of  my 
..-Candour  ?  The  Truth  is,  he  fo  readily,  "and  frequently  acknow- 
ledged in  publick  Converfatioi^,  the  firft  Motives  of  his  coming 
over  to  us ;  fo  fairly  owned,  that  had  he  been  gratified  in  his  De- 
fires,  he  probably  ihouid  have  continued  with  the  other  Side;  but 
at  the  fame  Time,  profefTed  himfelf  fo  pleafed  with  the  Converfa- 
tion, die  Principles,  and  the  Condudl  of  his  new  Allies,  whom  he 
folemnly  vowed  never  to  depart  from  ;  that  I  was  convinced,  or 
was  willing  to  be  fo,  of  the  Truth  of  his  Converfion.  Befides 
that  I  have  always  made  it  a  Rule  to  myfelf,  rather  to  over-rate 
Obligations  received,  than  to  give  way  to  that  ungenerous,  tho* 
common  Subterfuge  of  Ingratitude,  the  endeavouring  to  diftin- 
guifli  the  Merit  of  them  away. 

That  he  is  under  no  Obligation  to  me,  I  have  in  fomcMannet: 
acquiefced  in  above  :  I  fcorn  to  reckon  as  fuch,  a  Circumftance  ift 
which,  a  very  few  Years  before,  it  fell  in  my  Way  to  be  of  Servi^ 
%,Q  him :  I  only  did  what  I  thought  an  Ad  of  Juftice  ;  I  had  then 
no  Connexions  of  Intereft  with  him  ;  on  the  contrary,  our  Scnti- 
inents  of  Perfons,  and  Things,  were  quite  oppofite;  but  I  only 
remembered  and  mentioned  thofe  Differences  on  the  Occafion, 
to  add  the  greater  Weight  and  Evidence  of  Impartiality,  to  the 
Warmth  I  expreffcd  \n  his  Vindication. 

But,  Sir,  if  I  may  be  allowed  in  my  turn,  a  little  Vanity,  docs 
nqt  the  4xh  Page  of  his  Letter  afford  fome  kind  of  Evidence,'  of 
my  having  made  a  Return  to  thefe  Obligations  ?  Our  Triendjhif 
was  become  more  intimete.   'Alas.  Sir,  without  the  above-named 
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Motive,  that  Frleiidjhip  could  never  have  exiftfd  at  all.  Under  the 
fame  Head  may  be  ranged  his  Introdudion,  through  hisConnedi- 
ons  with  me,  and  my  Friends,  to  the  Notice  and  Acquaintance  of 
many  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  firft  Rank,  and  Charadler  in  the 
County  •,  which  at  that  Time  he  had  no  Chance  or  Pretence  of  ob- 
taining, through  any  other  Means. 

But  if  I  have  mortified  his  Pride  a  little,  in  the  lad  Paragraph, 
I  will  now,  to  put  him  in  good  Humour  again,  bellow  a  tew 
Lines  on  the  pleafmg  Subjedt,  his  Money.  Whatever  Right  I, 
as  a  Candidate,  might  claim  from  Cullom,  to  his  Timt\  and  bis 
PainSy  yet  tor  his  Money,  I  can  bring  no  Precedent^  it  is  quite 
inverting  the  whole  Order  of  Modern  Ele6lions.  And  yet  this 
very  Cjrcumftance  has  been  confidered,  by  mod  who  have  heard- 
of  it,  as  what  did  a  real,  and  uncommon  Honour,  to  the  Spirit 
and  Independency  of  the  Gentlemen  of  Yarmouth,  arid  their 
Friends  .  They  might,  from  Partiality,  be  milled,  as  to  the  Objedt 
On  whom  they  bellowed  this  unmerited  Diitindion  ;  but  the  Prin* 
ciple  they  a6ted  from,  was  above  Mifreprefentation  ;  is  even  above 
Praife. 

But  allowing  the  utmofl:  Extent  of  Merit,to  the  Gentlemen  who 
adled  this  noble' Part  -,  yet  it  may  be  faid,  does  it  not  imply  fomc 
Want,  either  of  Spirit,  or  Prudence,  in  any  One,  who  by  Choice^ 
or  Perfuafion,  offers  himfelt  to  a  Conteft,  which  at  the  fame  Time 
he  is  not  equal  to  the  Support  of,  without  burdening  his  Friends  ? 
The  utmoil  Zeal  for  the  Publick  Good,  does  not  require  a  Man  to 
go  out  of  his  proper  Sphere  •,  and  he  who  cannot  afford  the  Char- 
ges or  an  Kle6lion,ftands  excufed  to  hisCountry,for  not  taking  that 
Branch  of  Duty  upon  him.  All  this  is  undoubtedly  true  •,  and 
yet  i  hope  to  diftinguilh  my  particular  Cafe,  fo  as  not  to  fall  un- 
der this  general  Cenfure. 

It  may  be  remember'd  by  moft  of  my  Friends,  and  to  them  I 
appeal  for  the  Truth  of  it;  that  the  Night  preceding  my  adual 
Nomination  for  Candidate,  I  declared  in  a  very  numerous  Meet- 


(  13  } 

r 
ing,tIieT'oottng  upon  vvhicli  only  I  would  be" induced  to  ftand.That 
*if  my  Townfmen  would  do  mcthe  Honour  to  accept  my  Services, 
without  Bribery,  or  Expence,  I  would  be  ready,  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  Abilities,  to  ferve  them  with  Diligence  and  Inttgnty  j  but  tha:t» 
if  the  r_ lection  was  only  to  be  carried,  by  the  Methods  too  long 
'  praclilcd  in  this  Place,  1  hereby  difclaimed  them  :  It  Votes  were 
to  be  freely  bellowed,  I  would  accept  them  with  Thanks  j  but  if 
they  were  to  be  bold,  1  declared  myfeif  not  to  be  a  Purchaser  I 
believe  thcfe  were  nearly  my  very  Words. 

In  Confequence  of  this,  I  thought  myfeif  at  Liberty,  In  Cafe 
the  Difpofition,  and  Spirit  ot  the  Town,  did  not  keep  up  to  the 
Point  we  had  flattered  ourfelves  with,  at  any  Time  to  withdraw 
myfeif  from  the  Conteft  •,  and  to  return,  as  I  could  have  done 
with  great  Contentment,  to  the  private  and  unambitious  State,  in 
which  I  had  lived  for  fomc  Years  paft.  But  tho*  I  could  have 
done  this,  without  Dlfgrace,  it  was  not  fo  with  the  important 
and  humcfous  Body,  of  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  Traders, 
who  diftinguifhed  my  Caufe  by  their  Appearance  the  next  Day. 
They  w^ere  of  too  much  Confequence,  when  once  dedared,  to  be 
flurred  by  a  Difappointment.  (  his  Caufe  was,  in  a  great  Meafure, 
thereby  become  their  own  ;  and  I  found  myfeif  in  the  Situation  of 
a  little  ^tate,  which  contracts  an  Alliance  with  a  much  more  pow- 
erful Neighbour  •,  I  could  not  withdraw  myfeif  from  the  Engage- 
ments I  had  once  entered  into.  My  Plan,  (  i^  ^^  vifionary,  (o 
Utopian  an  Idea,  can  be  called  by  that  Name  •,)  was  hereby  total- 
Jy  fubverted  •,  but  my  Piiends,  who  were  equally  fenfible  of  this, 
refoived  to  take  the  whole  additional  Load  upon  themlelves  :  and 
enjoyed  perhaps,  the  unrivalled  JionourableDiftinftion,  of  being  at 
that  I  ime,  the  only  Electors  in  England,  who  thus  fupportcd^  for 
•their  Candidate,  the  Expence  of  the  Conteit  in  his  Favour. 

But  befides  the  Share  the  Letter  figner  had,  in  common  with 
the  other  Gentlemen  ,  in  the  general  iVlotive^  to  the  SuppoiL  of 
the  Oppofition,  he  had  fome  peculiar  to  himfelf.  His  Intereft,  and 
Relentment  both  excited  him,  to  keep  up  the  Flame,  as  he  now 
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calls  it,  (Page  the  2d.)  which  he  had  been  fo  inftrumental  in  raif- 
ing.     What  would  have  been  his  melancholy  Cafe,  had  the  Con- 
tell  beendropt?  Hated  on  one  Side  for  Defertion  •,  infignificant 
to  the  other,  from  the  Failure  of  hjs  boafted  Importance ;  he  muft 
have  funk  into  univerfal  Conteftipt.     Neither  the  Offers  from  Per- 
Jens  of  High-Rank  \  nor  the  Attempts  from  Perfons  of  Low  •,  the 
Frofeffions  of  Kindnefs  -,  the  polite  Advances ;  or  the  you  and  me  Ho- 
nour of  2L  Deputy  Lieutenancy ;  would  probably,  have  found  him  out, 
in  this  Obfcurity.    So  that  I  do  not  know  how  far  I  might  even 
claim  to  add  thefe  Particulars,  to  the  Score  of  his  No  Otfligations 
to  me.     Certainly  his  Money  would  have  been    not   the   worft 
laid  out,  it  nothing   more  material  had  followed  ;  but  how  will 
the  World  be  furpriled,  when  after  all  this  Puffing,  it  will  appear 
to  Demonftration,  in  my  Obfervations  on  the  next  Paragraph,  that 
fo  far  from  being  out  of  Pocket  in  fupport  of  the  Caufe,  he  is 
adually  fomc  Hundreds  benefited  by  his  Engagements  in  it? 

But  we  are  now  got  over  the  firfl  Ele6lion»     //  mifcarried^  and- 

the  Care  and  Attention  of  the  Gr<iat  Man,  was  now  transferred- 

wholly  to  the  Management  of  the  Party  in  the  Common  Council, 

pretty  generally  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Steadies.     He  ac*- 

knowledges  it  to  have  been  the  fame  Caufe  -,  and  it  was  in  a  great 

Mcafure  indeed  become  fo,fince  the  late  Election  had  cleared  off  the 

Drofs,  which  had  been  fo  confiderable  aPart  of  its  original  Compofi- 

tion.      That  his  Diligence  was  unwearied  herein,  I  will  not  deny ;  it 

even  outwent  the  Zeal  he  exerted  in  theEledion  itfelf  i  for  it  was  the 

only  Means  now  left  to  continue  him  in  any  Degree  of  Importance* 

Accordingly,  a  Relation  of  his,  who  from  the  Circumflance  of  his 

having  a  Place  in  the  Cuftoms,  had  been  permitted  by  him,  to 

vote,  as  well  as  his  Son,   with  the  Reft  of  the  Herd  of  Placemen^ 

at  the  Eledlion,  for  fear  of  endangering  this  Support;  was  now  no 

longer  to  be  fwayed  by  fuch  paltry  Confiderations  ;    His  Family 

flaoqld  not  be  the  Tools  of  Power  -,  he  would  make  good  to  him 

any  Lois  he  fhould    fuftain,  if  tliey  dared  to  turn  him  out ;  and 

ihc  poor  Man,  and  his  Son,  were  rcinftatcd  Steadies,  and  joined  in 

the  Chorus,     ,  '        ,     ,i 

f  Britons  never  will  be  Slavey 
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Another,  who  at  tlie  ElcAflion  pretended  to  be  a  Friend  of 
mine,  but  from  the  Fear  of  difobliging  a  Body  of  Men,,  under 
whom  he  enjoyed  an  Employment  of  Profit,  had  prudently  ad- 
hered to  the  Side  of  Power;  (for  I  never  defired  to  endanger  any 
Man  in  his  Profpeds  ;  or  to  make  him  incur  Enmities  for  my  Sake^ 
was  now  induced,  by  the  irrefiftable  Perfuafions  of  this  great  Ora* 
tor,  to  make  light  of  his  former  Apprehenfions  from  his  Employ- 
ers, and  to  lift  openly  under  his  Banner  :  And  when  afterwards, 
Lctttrs,  real  or  pretended,  were  procured  to  command  his  Vote, 
on  a  Crifis  in  the  Corporation, even  thefe  were  flighted  ;  ahd  a  Secu- 
rity fet  on  Foot,  to  indemniiy  him  from  the  Confequcnces  of  their 
Refentment.  But  this  laft  never  took  Place  :  The  Corporation  of 
the  Trinity  Houfe  is  too  wife,  and  prudent,  I  dare  fay,  to  intermed- 
dle in  parliamentary  Eledions  ;  much,  lefs  in  the  trifiing  Squabbles 
of  a  diftant  Burgh  ;  and,  I  firmly  believe,  all  the  above  Interpofi- 
tion,  isjuft  as  imaginary,  as  tliclike  Reafons,  which  are  now  prc^ 
tended,  for  the  prefent  Condud,  and  Converfion  of  the  fame  Man. 

But  it  is  true,  that  by  this  Diligence,  and  Adlivity,  the  Majority 
he  fpeaksof,  was  obtained;  and  the  Friends,  not  of  me,  but  of  our 
Common  Caufe,  were  alone  eleSledinto  that  Body.  But  is  the  Merit 
of  this,  folely  his  Due  ?  7//J  Friends  were  now  become  mine  alfo  5 
and  would  have  ftarted  at  the  remoteft  Attempt>  to  have  introduced 
any  others  amongft  them.  I  don't  fufped  he  hadany  fuch  Inten-. 
tion  ;  if  he  had,  he  was  in  the  Right  to  conceal  it :  Since  after  he 
had,  in  a  great  Meafure,pulled  off  the  Mafk,  .by  his  breaking  from 
the  Body  of  his  Friends,  at  the  laft  famous  Eleftion  of  a  Com- 
mon-Councii-man  ;  he  found  himfelf  ftill  under  a  Neceflity,  in  or- 
der to  retain  for  that  Occafion,  the  few  of  his  old  Allies,  who  had 
not  then  feen  through  his  Practices,  to  recommend  two  of  my 
Friends  to  be  chofen  ;  and  to  this,  and  not  to  any  remaining  ^en^ 
iernefs^  was  it  owing,  that  the  Choice  fell  on  one  who  he  fays, 
WAS  a  Friend  ot  mine,  &c.  but  whether  he  is  to  continue  fuch,  I 
apprehend,  is  more  known  to  the  Lcttcr-figner  than  to  me. 

But  if  this   Party  of  the  Steadies  had  not   been  fupported, 
what  would   have  become,    not  only  of  the  Importance,  but 

the 
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tbc  Profit  of  this  Leader  ?  for  depend  upon  it,  'that  Is  never 
oiic  of  his  View.  This  Majority  was  not  to  be  obtained, 
b.ut  by  frequent  Struggles  in  -the  King's- Bench :  Manda- 
inuies,  on  both  Sides,  were  brought  down  •,  and  as  there  was  nD 
other  Attorney, on  his  Side,  in  the  Corporation  ^  (a  Circumllance, 
as  I  am  told,  greatly  owing  to  his  felfifh  Intrigues  •,  and  which  at. 
lad,  rather  than  give  up,  he  a'^ually  broke  the  Party  •,)  the 
v;hole  Management  of  this  Affair,  naturally  lell  into  his  Hands. 
I  am  not  going.  Sir,  to  tax  his  Bills  ;  I  have  neither  Authority,  nor 
Skill  to  undertake  it  :  His  very  Mifbakes  proved  additional 
Articles  in  his  Favour  i  and  the  Sum  total,  I  am  told,  was 
461  L   1^  5.   2  d. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  hope  I  have  made  out,  to  Your  Satisfa(5lion, 
and  that  of  the  Publick,  that  his  Refentment,  his  Pride,  his 
Importance,  and  his  Profit,  all  concurred  to  make  him  a6l  the 
Part  he  did,  without  wanting  to  be  fpurred  on  by  any  Obligations 
received  from  me.  And  that  his  Gain  has  been  fo  confiderabie, 
in  Confequence  of  the  Caufe,  the  Support  of  my  Intereft  gave 
Rife  to-,  that  he  ought  to  wifh  the  Mention  of  his  Money  bioc- 
t?dwout  from  erery  Page  of  his  Performance. 

I  have  been  very  long  on  thefe  Articles,  I  hope  to  make  Amends 
by  my  Shortnefs  on  many  of  the  Reft. 

As  for  Example,  the  PafTage,  where  he  mentions  his  recom-. 
rnending  to  me,  the  coming  myfelf  into  the  Corporation,  fcarce 
requires  any  Anfv/er  at  ail.  I  don't  know  it-  was  ever  in  my 
Bower ;,  the  Majority  of  the  Aldermen  havmg  been  always  agamff 
us.  Befides,  his  Opinion  ai^d  miae  did  not  herein  agree  ■  I  didr 
not  fee  how  my  Interell  would  have  been  ferved  by  it-,  and  it  did' 
riot  theii  fuit  my  Inclination  However  I  gave  my  Confent  to,' 
the  making  ufe  of  m.y  Name,  whenever  m^  Friends  thought  it 
might  be  of  Service  to 'them  j  and  they  accorclingiy  availed  them-' 
feives  ot  it,  as  they  liked,  •  •    ■  ^ 
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As  ta  tl^e  Ele6lIon,  oi>  the  Vacancy  in  17 55,-  to  which  wa  are 
ttow  come  \  he  pafles  it  over  with  a  very 'flight  Notice.  He  teJIs 
you  indeed,  in  another  Place,  as  Part  of  my  pretended  Conver- 
iation  with  him,  (Page  the  nth;  that  1  was  brought  to  Hand 
with  Rdutlance,  I  don't  know  whether  the  Expreflion  is  proper  j 
1  am  fure  it  was  none  of  mine  :  I  was  defirous  Indeed  fomebody  elfe 
might  have  been  fixed  upon  -,  but  he,  and  my  Friends,  were  of 
Opinion,  no  odicr  could  make  fo  flrong  a  Pulh  \  and  at  their  Re- 
commendation, I  readily  confenteid  co  be  propofed.  I  thought  it 
a  Debt  of  Gratitude,  due  to  theif  noble  Support  on  a  former  Oc- 
cafion  ;  and  if  herein,  1  a(5ted  contrary  to  my  own  private  Incli- 
nationsr  I  don't  know  that  it  requires  any  Apology. 

TVe  failed  indeed  again  of  Succcfsy  but  the  Majority  was  inCOn- 
'"^iderable  ;  vaftly  fhort  of  that  on  the  forr^er  Conteft.  How  this 
came  to  occaiion  fuch  Defpondency  in  the  Letter- figner,  I  can't 
Account :  I  do  not  recoiled  the  Fact.  On  the  contrary,  I  re- 
member our  Friends  were  in  very  high  Spirits  ;  and  it  was  xh/t 
general  Opinion,  and  Refolution  of  him,  and  all  the  reft,  that  if 
we  perfiiled,  we  mud  in  the  End  fucceed.  That  the  only  Way, 
was  to  tire  our  Opponents  out  with  Expence  ;  and  ntvcr  to  fuffer 
riicm  to  have  Eledion,  or  Rc-eledtion,  without  a  Conteft.  This 
-was  the  univerfal  Declaration  ;  and  how  it  comes  to  be  made  now 
an  Article  of  Accufation  againft  me,  I  fhouM  be  furpHfed,  were 
the  Memories  of  any  odier  People  in  the  World  fo  fliort,  as  of 
thofe  who  have  changed  ihdr  Tarty,  It  i«  theif  Intereft  indeed  60 
forget,  and. to  be  forgetten  ;  but  their  Policy  generally  extends 
no  fartlier,  than  that  related  o^'  tlie  Native  of  a  neighbouring 
Kingd>c>m,  wlx>  thruft  his  Head  into  a  Bulh,  and  fancied,  for  that 
keafon,  that  nobody  could  fee  him. '  But  this  Accufadon  fo  hea- 
vily, and  importantly  urged  againft  me,  of  obliging  my  Opponents  U 
fpend  Movey^  is  the  more  extraordinary  •,  as,  fo  faf  from  being  > 
Secret,  lately  revealed  to  the  Lettcr-figncr,  it  made  Part  of  my 
ptiblick  Declaration  at  the  Hall,  when  I  was  laft  nominated  a  Can- 
didate. I  then  told  the  worthy  Gentleraan^  llty  Antagonift,  uHat  | 
if  k  appeared  he  had  a  fair  Majority  of  the  Electors  of  this  Town 
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on  his  Side,  neither  T,  nor  my  Friends,  as  far  as  1  could  prerail, 
Ihould  now,  or  hereafter,  give  him  aneedlefs  Trouble  :  But  if  the 

then    '^edlion,    was  to  be  carried  by and •,  as  had 

been  the  Cafe  in  former  Times  ;  whatever  were  the  Event  of  the 
prefent  Conteft  ;  or  whatever  might  be  the  Profpedl  on  a  future 
Occafion  j  He  might  always  depend  on  meeting  an  Oppofition. 
I  mention  this  with  Reludancej  I  hope,  I  have  done  it  wich  De- 
cency •,  not  to  inflame  by  a  needlefs  Repetition  ;  but  only  to  fliow, 
that  I  did  not  think  it,  what  I  ought  to  be  afliamed  of,  or  I  would 
not  fo  publickly  have  avowed  it.  before  Friends  and  Enemies. 

The  Letter-figner  proceeds  next  to  tell  us,  of  an  Offer  from  a 
Perfon  of  very  high  Rank^  ^r,  but  previous  to  this,  he  ought  to 
have  mentioned  another  Offer y  he  likewife  communicated  to  me  j 
and  as  he  has  omitted  it.  Twill  do  it  for  him  It  was  on  the  2d 
ct  December  1756,  (I  amfo  particular  in  theDate,  becaufe,  from 
the  extraordinary  Nature  of  the  Affair,  I  thought  it  worthy  of  a 
Memorandum  \)  which  was  only  eleven  Days  before  the  Eleftion 
came  *,  on  that  he  communicated  to  me  an  Offer  he  had  received 
:;ff om  a  v^ry  great  Man^  whofe  Name  he  mentioned  ;  but  for  whom 
I  have  tou  much  Refpedl,  to  repeat  it  again  thus  publickly,  on 
fuch  an  Occafion ;  and  on  fuch  Authority ;  of  a  Place^  which 
he  named\  or  the  Value  of  between  three  and  four  hundred 
Pounds  a  Tear^  and  in  his  own  Profeffion  j  but  at  the  fame  Time,  he 
told  me,  that  it  was  on  Condition,  he.  and  Mr.  B.  would  join 
that  great  Man's  Intereft,  and  fupport  C.  ^.  for  Yarmouth ;  for 
which  Keafon,  they  had  abfulutely  rejefbed  it.  Indeed  it  required 
HO  great  Degree  of  Spirit,  or  Integrity,  to  refufe  an  Offer,  fo 
abruptly  made,  fo  indecently  timed,  and  fo  grofsly  explained, 
as  would  have  Ihocked  the  moft  vulgar,  and  venal  Eledor. 
Ineed  not  fay,  that  I,  in  my  own  Mind,  thoroughly  acquit  the 
noble  Perfon  of  having  had  any  Hand  in  the  Offer;  (Befides  that 
He  had  not,  till  feveral  Months  after,  the  High  Offige,  on  which 
this  Other  was  fuppofed  to  depend.)  I  know  by  Experience 'the 
Liberties,  the  Retainers  of  the.Great  will  take,  unauthorized,  to 
%€rt  in  this  Manner,  with  the  moft  refpeftablc  Names :  I  had 
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ihimbled^  at  the  Letter- figner's  Houfe,  only  three  Days  before,  on 
another  pre-ele6led  Expectant  j  and  I  could  eafily  guefs^  through 
what  Hands,  this  honourable  Negociation  muft  have  pafled. 

The  Remembrance  therefore  of  this  former  Tranfa<5ljon  took. - 
off,  a  good  Deal, from  my  Surprrfe,  when  he  comtnunicated  to  me, 
feveral  Months  after,  the  Offer^  mentioned  in  his  4th  Page,  from  a 
Perfon  of  very  high  Rank,  This  Offer  differed  indeed  from  the  laft, 
in  that  it  was  without  Conditions.  He  fays  that  I  gave  my  Opinio 
cny  for  his  accepting  it.  Now,  I  do  aflert,  on  my  Honour,  that 
this  is  abfolutely  False  ;  on  the  Contrary,  I  laboured,  with  all 
my  Abilities,  to  convince  him,  that  he  could  not  poflibly  take  it, 
without  departing  from  all  his  Engagements  with  his  Friends  ; 
which  he  then  pretended  to  have  no  Intention  of  doing  ;  I  fhowed 
him  the  Diftinflion,  on  which  he  laid  fo  much  Strefs,  of  its  being 
offered  without  Conditions,  to  be  rather  a  decent,  and  plaufible, 
than  an  effential  Difference  from  the  former  Attempt,  and  ufed  fe- 
veral other  Reafons,  too  tedious  to  repeat ;  which  however  rathei* 
daggered,  than  convinced  him  j  fo  tempting  was  the  fuppofed  Bait 
of  400  ;f.  a  Year.  And  he  declared  at  laft,he  would  refer  it  to  a  very 
worthy  Norwich  Gentleman,  a  Friend  of  mine,  who  was  expefted 
on  a  Vifit  at  my  Houfc  in  a  few  Days.  I  have  Reafon  however  to 
believe  he  never  mentioned  the  Subject  to  that  Gentleman  •,  and 
when  we  have  gone  a  little  farther,  perhaps  a  better  Caufe  may 
belound  why,  at  laft,  he  abfolutely  declined  it. 

But,  Sir,  if  a  ftronger  Anfwer,  than  my  own  folemn  Negative* 
were  requifite,  in  contradidlion  to  this  Man's  AfTertions,  in  a  Mat- 
ter that  pafTed  only  between  us  two  ;  I  fhould  think  the  Reaf®n  of 
the  Thing  &  to  be  a  clear  Evidence  on  my  Side:  For  on  what  kind 
of  Principles,  good  or  bad,  could  I  ground  fuch  an  Advice  ?  If  I 
were  candid,  and  generous  enough,  to  renounce,  for  myfelf,  all  fu- 
ture Fxpei^ations  of  Service  from  him  j  yet  I  had  no  Right  to  drf- 
pofe,  in  like  Manner,  of  his  Connedlions,  and  Engagements  with 
hisFricnds  in  theCorporation  :  /ind  if  I  were  the  Man  he  elfewhere 
defcribes,  adding  only  from  Motives  of  Refeniment^  and  to  create  Ex^ 
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f.ence  to  my  Oppofers  -,  how  were  thefe  Purpofcs  ferved,  in  volua-' 
tarily  yielding  up,  fo  ftrenuoiis  a  Supporter,  or  at  leaft,  (o  adtive  a 
Manager  in  my  Caufe  ?  It  is  plain  therefore  this  Converfation  never 
exifted,  as  he  ftates  it  ♦,  and  yet  it  is  to  this,  he  has  annexed  the 
Circumftance  of  the  Tears  in  my  Eyes^  and  ail  the  Nonfenfe  that 
follows. 

In  this  Place,  I  think,  will  properly  come  in  an  Anfwcr  to  that 
Charge,  he  introduces  againft  me  in  Page  the  9th.  That  I  divulg-, 
«d,  in  Breach  of  a  Prcmife  0}  Secrety^  this  Offer,  which  he  had  com- 
municated in  Confidence  to  me,  and  fome  few  of  my  Friends.  Sir» 
I  know  of  no  fuch  Promife,  then  afked,  or  made  j  nor  was  there  any 
Occafion  for  one  :  A  Man  of  Honour,  and,  a  Man  of  Common- 
Senfe,  knows,  without  fuch  a  Tie,  what  Things  are,  from  their  own 
Nature,  improper  to  be  divulged  •,  and  how  far,  and  how  long,  this 
Obligation  extends :  Accordingly,  I  never  mentioned  this  Affair 
to  any  Perfon,  but  to  the  Gentleman,  to  whom,  he  told  me  he 
would  refer  it.  I  once  indeed,  in  his  Vindication,  did  drop  a  Hint 
of  it,  10  a  very  particular  Friend  of  mine  •,  who  exprefling  fome 
Diftruft  of  the  Condud  of  the  Letter-figner,  I  told  him.  He  had  a 
Merit,  greater  than  he  was  aware  ofj  for  to  my  Knowledge,  He  had 
lefuied  the  Offer  of  a  very  confiderable  Place. 

But,  Sir,  when  afterwards,  this  very  Man  had  broke  from,  and 
betrayed  the  Friends,  with  whom  he  had  folemnly  engaged  ;  when 
he  had  attempted  to  fet  up  a  groundlefs,  and  frivolous  Quarrel 
with  me,  as  a  Pretence  for  his  Behaviour  ;  when  I  had  Realon  to 
think  fome  frefli  Offer,  of  the  like  kind,  tho'  perhaps  more  benefici- 
al, had  prevailed  at  laft,  on  that  Virtue,  which  the  former  had  flag- 
gered  ;  I  held  myfelf  under  no  farther  Obligation  of  Concealment; 
cfpecially  as  what  I  could  tell,  refleded  no  Dilhonour  on  my  Inform- 
er;  he  had  refufed,  as  far  as  my  Story  reached ;  and  I  was  furcly 
uAder  no  I  ie,  to  keep  the  Secret  of  his  Corrupters 

But  more  than  all  this,  7  difclofedit  to  the  Per/on,  I  thought  wouM 
is  moft  affe^edby  it.    It  is  true,  I  did  j  but  what  is  this  to  the  Let- 
ter-figner? 
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tcr-figner?  In  the  Attempts  to  feducc  a  Friend  from  m?*  v, 
fome  Negleft  and  Slight,  feemed  to  have  been  offerred  to  a  ve- 
ry confiderable,  ard  worthy  Gentleman,  elfewhere,  by  difpofingof 
a  Place  he  had  a  Share  in,  without  his  Participation. The  Ob- 
ligations, Sir,  I  receive  in  Yarmouth,  I  ihould  be  glad  to  retaliate 
in  any  other  Part  of  the  County. 

It  was  from  this  Converfation,  I  learned  perhaps,  the  rer.l 
Reafon  of  the  Letter- figner's  declining  the  Offer y  at  laft.  So  lar 
from  being  worth  400 1.  a  Year,  it  was  not  worth  Fourfcore ;  it 
is  not  vacant  even  to  this  Hour;  nor  can  the  PollelTor  be  deprived 
of  it,  without  his  own  Gonfent. 

But  though  the  Letter- figner,  in  Page  the  4th,  was  grown  quite 
weary  of  his  Share  in  Ele^ion  Conteftsy  yet,  in  the  next  Page,  we 
find  him  .concurring  earneftly  in  forwarding  a  Scheme^  which  would 
have  rendered  my  Succefs  infallible.  The  Scheme  was,  on  the  Strength 
of  the  certain  Majority^  which  our  Friends  had  now  obtained  in 
the  Corporation,  to  create  fuch  a  Number  of  Freemen,  as  Ihould 
over-balance  the  Weight  of  the  Outliers,  whom  our  Opponents  had 
always  been  able  to  bring  down  upon  us,  to  turn  the  Fate  of 
Elt-<^ons :  And  to  this  Furpofe,  all  the  confiderable  Gentlemea 
©f  our  own,  and  the  neighbouring  County,  with  whom  I  had  had 
the  Honour  of  an  Acquaintance,  and  Friendfhip,  from  my  firft 
Entrance  into  Life  i  many  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  Nor- 
wich^  who  had  moft  zealoufly,  and  generoufly  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves,  in  our  Support,  in  out  late  Contefts  •,  and  a  good  many  of 
our  own  confiderable  Townfmen,  Friends,  and  Well-wifliers  to 
the  Common  Caufe,  were  to  have  made  up  a  Lift  on  the  Oc« 
cafion  My  Friends,  who  feemed  to  have  derived  a  Recruit  of 
Spirits  nd  Vigour,  from  their  very  Defeats  -,  were  zealoufly,  and 
unanimoufly  for  it.  But,  if  I  may  fay  it,  without  incurring  the 
Cenfurc  of  Vanity,  I  belitve,  it  was  only  their  partial  \ttachment 
to  my  Caufe,  which  made  them  overlook  the  real,  and  unanfwer- 
able  Objedions  againft  it.  That  the  only  Ofpojition  to  // fhould 
arifc  from  me^  I  iiopc  fuch  of  my  Friends^  as  were  to  have  receiv- 
ed 
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ed  this  Compliment,  will  pardon,  when  they  rcfle(fl  that  nothing, 
but  a  Diflike  to  this  Meafure,  as  unconflitutional,  could  biafs  me 
fo  ftrongly  againft  my  own  apparent  Interefl  in  it :  But  I  had 
always  confidered,  and  treated  the  making  occafional  Freemen,  to 
carry  a  Point,  as  one  of  the  mofl  fatal  Strokes  to  the  Freedom  of 
Ekdions ;  I  had  inveighed  againft  it,  wherever  it  had  been 
pradifed  ^  and  I  fcorned  to  fuffer  my  Judgment,  or  my  Principles, 
CO  be  warped,  by  the  Utility  of  it,  to  my  own  private  Caufe. 
Accordingly,  I  declared  againft  it,  to  the  Hazard  of,  nay  to  the 
adual  incurring,  the  Relentment  of  many  of  my  Friends  •,  and 
when  the  Letter- figner  gave  out,  that  it  Ihould  be  done,  without 
my  Confent ;  after  foliciting  feveral  (to  whcm  I  can  refer)  to 
oppofe  it ;  I  at  laft  fcnt  a  MefTage,  by  Mr.  B,  C.  to  the  Meeting 
of  tlie  Steadies,  that  if  this  Meafure  were  taken,  I  would  never  be 
,a  Candidate  for  the  Town  again. 

I  hope,  and  truft,  my  Friends,  however  difpleafed  at  fir  ft,  are  by 
this  lime  convinced  of  the  Propriety,  and  Difmtereftednefs  of  my 
Conduct  herein  :  Nay  it  has  even  extorted  a  Kind  of  Approbation 
Yrom  the  Letter  writer,  and  Letter- figner ;  though  they  have 
thrown  in  an  Objedllon,  which  they  exped  will  take  off  all  the  Me- 
rit from  it ;  But  a?  the  i^nfwer  to  it  is  eafy,  clear,  and  indifputablc, 
I  Ihall  perhaps,  put  in  my  Claim  to  their  unwilling  Verdidt,  in  my 
r^vour,  if  I  think  it  worth  my  while. 

The  Objedion  is,  that  I  appeared,  fo(>n  af/er,  at  a  Fhce  fifty 
.Miles  diftant,  where  I  concurred  in  tbis  verj  Meafure^  and  even  gave 
if  the  SanSion  of  my  Name. 

THzfoon  after ^  happens  in  the  firft  Place,  to  have  been  «  good 
while  before  My  Letter  of  Notification,  from  the  Town  Cl.eJ'k 
of  Jpfwtcb^  of  my  being  admitrf:d  to  the  Freedom  of  that  Corpora- 
tion, bears  date  Auguft  the  26th  1755,  and  [  took  it  up  the  8th  of 
September  following,  at  the  EIt6l'  h  of  Bailiffs:  Whereas  the  G- 
iedion  for  a  Member  for  Tarmsuth.9  was  not  till  December  the  ijtji 
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Had  this  Miftnkebcen  accidental,  itfhould  have  palled  umiott- 
Gcd  ;  but  all  thofe  falfc  Dates,  are  d^figned,  only  to  ground  r.s  falfe 
Reafoning  upon  them.  Thus,  had  the  Time  of  my  accepting  a 
Preedom  at  Jpfwicb,  been  owned  to  have  been  at  lead  filteen  Months 
before*,  how  could  it  havr;  been  mude,  by  thcfe  Writers, 
a  Handle  to  take  off  fi'om  the  Opinion,  they  profefled  to  have  en- 
tertained,at  fir{l,of  the  moji  honourable  Motives^  on  v.hich  I  groundr 
cd  my  Oppcfitiou^  to  the  making  Freemen   at  2armouth  ? 

I 

Again  in  the  fame  Paragraph,  1  concurred  in  that  very  Meafure^ 
AND  even  gave  it  the  SanEiion^  ^c.  Now,  is  not  this  Way  of  word- 
ing meant  to  infinuate,  that  here  were  two  Fa6bs  ?  That  1  &rft  con  - 
curred  in  the  Re foluti on,  <^^^  afterward  accepted  of  being  made  a 
Freeman  ?  And  yet  the  Truth  is  far  otherwife,  as  will  appear,  by 
my  Narrative  of  this  Tranfadion,  to  which  I  fhall  now  proceed. 

On  the  23d  of  June  1 755,  as  I  was  fetting  out  for  Beccles  Races, 
1  met  a  worthy  Clergyman  of  this  Town,  ^^ho  has  fome  Relations 
at  Ipfwicb^  who  wiftied  me  Joy  of  being  made  a  Freeman  there,  arfd 
told  me,  I  had  been  fo  nominated,  with  feveral  others ;  my  Reply 
was,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  difapproved  the  Meafure. 

When  I  got  to  Beccles,  the  Subjefl  was  renewed ;  and  I  renewed 
my  Expreflions  of  Diflike  to  it,  in  very  ftrong  Terms,  to  feveral 
<?f  the  principal  Gentlemen  ;  and  particularly  to  my  .old  Friend, 
the  then  Knight  of  the  Shire  :  Nay  I  declared,  that  if  at  any  Time 
hereafter,  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side,  fhouldpropofe  an  equal 
Number  of  their  Friends,  to  be  made  Freemen,  1  would  vote  for 
the  Lift  :  I  accepted  hpwever  at  laft,  of  this  Freedom  •,  as  the  Mea- 
fure  was  paft  Recall,  and  my  Refufal  was  infignificant,  and  might 
have  been  looked  upon  as  felfifh,  and  ungrateful.  But  pray  ^ir,  is 
there  any  Thing  parallel  in  the  two  Cafes  ?  In  one,  the  Meafure  was 
taken,  without  my  Knowledge,  and  1  had  neither  Right,  r^or  Power 
to  oppofe  it :  In  the  Other,  I  was  acquainted  with  the  Defign,  and 
it  was  openly  avowed  to  be  done  folely  for  my  Sake  :  Here  my 
Oppoflti«n  might  be,  andwas  effectual  %  and  let  it  be  remembered, 
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iny  Enemies  themfclves  allow  it  was  laid  fftde  for  cjiis  very  Reafou: 
But,  Sir,  though  thefe  Obrervations  are  fully  luffirient,  to  clear  up 
the  Confiftency  of  my  Conduct,  on  the  two  Occafions;  yet  tlie  molt 
material  Diflerence  is  ftill  behi.id.  I  mean  the  Manner,  in  which 
the  Freemen  are  madCv  in  the  two  feveral  l"ov/ns.  At  Tarmouiby 
they  are  made  in  an  AfTembly  of  the  Scled  Body  of  Aldermen, 
and  Common  Council  only  •,  of  whom  no  more  than  ten  Alder- 
men,  and  nineteen  Common  Council-men,  are  neceflary  to  confti- 
-jpte  fuch  AfTembly.  fifteen  therefore  of  thel'e.  Sir,  fifteen //'T/^j 
Gf  Straw  (to  ufe  a  Phrafe  of  the  Letter- figncr's  bf  getting,  though 
fathered  upon  me -jj  in  Aldermen,  and  Commoa-Council- men's 
Gowns,  under  the  Charm  of  this  Circean  Leader,  might  overturn 
the  Birthrights  and  Privileges  of  a  Body  of  looo.  or  1200  Free- 
men-, tho'  every  Man  of  them  flood  at  the  Door,  to  petition,  and 
proteft  againft  fuch  an  Invafion. 

But  at  Ipfwicb^  Sir,  the  Cafe  is  quite  different ;  no  Freeman  can 
there  be  made  but  at  their  Great  Courts  which  confifls  of  the  whok 
Body  of  Freemen  ;  every  one  ©t  whom  h;js  a  Right  tooppofe,  and 
vote  againlf  fuch  a  Mcafurc,  if  he  think  proper,  and  with  etjual 
Weight,  and  Ejftift,  as  any  ot  the  fuperior  Officers  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, If  therefore  the  Freemen  of  Jpfwich  chufe  to  communicate 
th^ir  Privileges,  to  any  Body  of  Gentlemen,  tliey  have  an  Eflcem 
for  ♦,  if  they  adopt  tfieir  Neighbours,  in  Tpwn^  or  Country,  into  >^ 
Participation  of  their  Rights,  no  Injury  is  done  but  to  themfclves, 
and  to  none  elfe  are  they  accountable  for  it. 

But  if  this  eflential  Difference  in  the  two  Cafes>  had  not  vin- 
dicated my  Conduct,  from  the  Charge  of  Inconfiftency ;  how 
would  the  Solution  of  the  Letter-figner  at  all  have  accounted  for 
it,  as  he  pretend5,  from  my  laft  Converfation  with  him  •,  even  as 
Hated  by  himfelf  ?  He  fays, I  owned  to  him,  I  did  not  wifh  ntyfelfxo 
be  chofcn  ;  and  only  wanted  to  oblige  my  Opponents  to  fpend  Mq-- 
ney :  Now,  Sir,  furcly  the  Scheme,  thus  rejected  by  me,  was  plain- 
ly applicable  to  hotK  thefe  Points  A  Number  of  Gentlemen,  of 
g^-eat  Rank,  and  Fortune,  thus  m&d&  Freemen  here,  muft  have  put 
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tlie  Candidates  on  the  other  Side,  to  a  vafl:  additional  Expence,  ta 
procure,  or  bring  in,  a  fufficient  Number  of  the  old  Voters,  to 
tounrerpoife  them.  And  when  once  this  Body  of  Gentlemen 
had  acquired  this  Conncdlion  with  the  1  own,  it  is  not  unhkely, 
fome  amongft  them  might  have  been  induced  to  go  one  Step 
farther,  and  even  accepted  of  becoming  Candidates  -,  to  which 
tlieir  Property,  and  Chafader,  would  have  given  them  fo  jnft  a 
'i'itle. 

Thus  You  fee.  Sir,  his  Reafoning  for  me,  is  juft  as  inconclii- 
five,  as  his  Reafoning  againft  me  -,  but  you  will  find  he  reafohs, 
and  plans  much  better  for  himfelf.  The  above  Meafure,  fo  ot- 
ftinately  oppofcd  by  me,  though  inforced  by  all  his  Powers  of 
Oratory,  on  every  Occafion,  even  to  downright  tirin^,and  teafing, 
was  not,  as  now  appears,  fo  much  calculated  for  my  Succefs,  as  ic 
was  for  encreafing  his  own  Price,  and  Importance.  My  Friends 
were  too  generally  deceived  by  his  Reafonings,  too  blinded  by 
their  eager  Wifhes  in  my  Behalf,  to  perceive  the  Gulph  into 
which  he  was  leading  them.  1  he  Freemen  of  the  Town  were  a 
Body  too  numerous,  to  be  eafily  managed,  or  fpeedily  turned 
about,  on  a  Ciifis  •,  but  the  AlTembly,  from  the  comparative 
Smallnefs  of  their  Numbers,  anfwered  better  for  fuch  Purpofes : 
When  once  the  Ice  had  been  broken,  and  a  fet  of  honorary  Free- 
men introduced*,  "the  Right  of  eledling  Members  of  Parliament, 
had  from  that  Moment  been  virtually  transferred,  from  the  PVee- 
men  at  large,  where  it  had  hitherto  refided,.  to  the  feledl'  tiody  of 
the  Corporation  only  :  For  they  who  can  create  F^recmien,  without 
Limitation,  can  always  determine  the  Fate  ot  Eledtions  ;  and 
might  as  well,  be  the  pnly  original  Voters  therein. 

How  then  would  this  Scheme  have  rendered  my  Succefs  infal- 
lible ?  Would  the  Steadinefs  of  this  Man  have  probably  increaf- 
e*d  with  his  Confequence  ?  Would  the  1  emptations  have  been 
offered  more  fparingly,  as  his  Importance  was  become  greater  ? 
Could  he  ever  have  been  at  a  Lofs,  to  pick  a  Quarrel,  trivoioiis, 
as  that  now  alledged,  will  appear  to  be  ?     NOf  Sir,  theBufmefs 
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might  have  been  done  at  once  i  ndt  by  flow  Degrees,  as  at  prefent : 
Another  I  ift  o{  Freemen,  on  the  Side  of  his  new  Friends,  had 
fer  all  to  Rights :  And  the  Town  of  TarmGuth^  as  Caligula  cruelly 
wifhed,  to  the  People  of  Rome^  had  tendered  but  one  1  hroat  to 
the  expeditious  Deilroyer. 

What  would  have  been  the  Cafe  of  the  original  Freemen  of 
this  Town,  had  this  Scheme  taken  Place  ?  Their  Birth-right,  or 
the  Acquifition  of  their  Service,  had  been  defliroycd,  or  overborn, 
by  thefe  Auxiliaries  on  both  Sides:  A  Hundred  to  fecure  the 
Elediion  to  one  Paity  ;  Double  the  Number  to  counterbalance 
them  in  Behalf  of  the  Other;  And  the  fame  again,  and  again 
repeated,  as  often  as  the  NecefTities,  or  Wantonnefs  of  Faction, 
Ihould  require  fo  ruinous,  tho'  fo  cheap  an  Expedient. 

That  this  Attempt  therefore  was  laid  afide,  the  Letter-figner 
confelTcs,  was  owing  tome-,  and  fare  I  may  venture  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  to  a])peal  to  my  Brethren,  the  Freemen  of  both  Parties, 
for  their  Judgment,  on  the  Reditude  of  my  Condu6l  herein  : 
Nay,  for  once,  in  their  Caufe,  I  will  appeal  even  to  the  Letter- 
figner  himfelf,  and  in  the  Words  of  Dryden's  Bon  Sehcjiian^  ad- 
drefled  alfo  to  a  Renegade. 


o* 


Confefs  proud  Spirit ; 


For  I  will  have  it   from   thy  very  Mouth  j 
That  better  I  deferve  their  Love  than  thou. 

This  feems  to  be  a  proper  Place,  to  confider  at  full  the  Accu- 
fation  brought  againft  me  in  Page  the  2d,  and  again  in  the  Reca- 
pitulation, in  Page  the  nth,  ths^t  I firfl  violated  the  Friendfhip 
between  us  ;  becaufe,  having  fometime  fmce  obferved  to  You, with 
how  great  Zeal,  and  Adivity,  even  fuperior  to  that  he  difplayedin 
the  Eledion  of  Members,  he  exerted  himfelf  in  the  Support,  and 
Management  of  the  Party,  in  the  Corporation  ;  and  having  lately 
pointed  out,  the  important  View,  he  probably  had  in  it,  to  his  own 
private  Advantage  5  it  will  in  feme  Manner  Account,  for  his  laying 
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^icataStrefs,  onthe  exclulive  Didatorial  Power  he  had  affumea, 
as  to  confider  the  lead  Encroachment  there,  as  an  abfolute  Breach 
of  all  Ties,  and  Obligations  with  him.  The  Part  my  Friends 
aclcd  on  this  Occafion,  thb'  ftigmatized  by  him,  as  dark,  under- 
mining,  and  uyigratefiil  \  is  fo  capable  of  the  clearell  Defence,  that 
unwillingly,  I  reftrain  my  Pen  from  entering  upon  it.  But  as  this 
Letter  is  already  fwelled  to  an  enormous  Size,  I  dare  not  trelpafs 
on  your  Patience,  and  the  Publick's,  for  any  more,  than  what 
will  neceflarily  arife  from  my  own  Vindication.  He  diftinguijhedy 
he  fays,  between  Ms  and  Them :  I  will  therefore  confine  myfelf  to 
two  Points,  properly  my  own;  the  firft,  the  Fad  ;  that  I  did  not 
in  the  lead  intermeddle  herein.  The  fecond,  that  though  I  had 
done  fo,  the  Letter- figner  had  no  Right,  or  Pretence,  to  be  angry 
with  me  for  it. 

That  I  did  not  intermeddle  in  the  TranfaHion,  is  only  capable 
of  negative  Proof;  I  do  therefore  call  upon  any  one,  to  fay, 
that  1  ever  aflced,  folicited,  hinted  a  Wifh;  or  even  entered 
into  a  Converfation,  on  the  Subjed  of  the  Nomination  of  the 
Gentleman  alluded  to  in  this  Difpute.  I  always  looked  upon 
it,  as  an  Advantage  I  derived,  from  the  Citcumflance  of  my  be- 
ing out  of  the  Corporation,  that  I  was  nor  obliged  to  take  Part  in 
Embroils  of  tliis  Kind.  It  was  at  JSlorwichy  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
"bruary,  that  I  was  told,  by  the  Gentleman  himfelf,  of  the  Refo- 
lution  that  had  been  taken,  at  an  accidental  Meeting,  at  the 
Floufe  of  a  Relation  of  his,  in  an  Evening's  chearful  Converfa- 
tion, to  put  him  up  for  Common- Council- Man.  I  laughed  witk 
him  on  the  Communication,  and  told  him  bantering,  though  ic 

fince  appears  prophetically;  that  his  Friend would   not  luffer 

him  to  come  in.  From  that  Moment,  it  never  entered  into  my 
Thoughts  again,  till  the  .firft  Sunday  in  March,  when  the  fame 
Gentleman  called  upon  nre,  to  tell  me,  that  as  it  was  a  Reipe(5l 
ufually  paid  to  the  Mayor,  to  acquaint  him  beforehand,  with  what 
was  intended  to  be  propofed,  in  the  Meeting  of  the  Steadies,  he 
begged  of  me,  as  I  was  intiniate  with  Him,  that  I  would  mention 
it  to  Him.     I  could  not  refufe  this  Requeft,  to  a  Perfon  who  had 
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feconcf  to  none  in  his  Zeal,  and  Activity  in  my  Servic^e  -,  it  was  not 
fwcrvlng  from  my  Point,  of  not  intermeddling  in  thele  Matters  *, 
for  it  was  a  mere  Compliment,  and  quite  infigniftcant  as  to  the 
Succefs  -,  the  Mayor  having  no  Vote  in  the  Quellion  -,  which  refied 
foltlv  in  the  Gommon-Council-men,  I  was  io  far  from  fufpeding 
what  I  had  done  Jt^ereih,  was  likely  to  difguil  the  Letter  rigner,that 
I  freely  told  him  of  it,  in  the  Converfation  I  had  with  him  foori 
after  ;  and  it  was  from  me  only  he  learned  this  Particular. 

But  I  am  defending  myfelf  againft  a  Shadow  of  a  Charge  ;  for 
"the  iecond  Foiii.  is  fufficient  for  an  Anfwer  to  both.     Suppoling  I 
brid  really  interciled  myfelf  in  this  Affair,  what   Right  had  the 
Letttr-figner  to  call  me  to  an  Account  for  it?     Did  he  prefime 
that  my   Connexions  with   him  precluded  me  from  every  other 
Friendfhip?    The  Gentleman .  in  Queftion,   had  been  one  of  my 
oldeft  Friends,  as  were  all  his  Family,  at  a  Time  when  the  Letter- 
figner  was  a  little  Underflrapper   in  the  Caufe  of  Corruption,  on  , 
the  other  Side  :  He  cam.e  over  to  us  from  no  Difappointment  of  a 
Place :  He  lay   under  no  pofTible  Sufpicion  of  an  inclination  to 
defert  us  :  So  that  if  I  have  any   Apology  neceffary  to  make,  it 
would  feem  to  be  to  Him  and  his  Friends,   for  not  more  avowedly 
fupporting  Him.     As   to  his   being  i7t  Oppoftticn   to  the  Letter- 
figner,  I  know  of  no  fuch  Thing.     What  Scheme,  which   he  will 
own',  was   the  Other  an  Enemy  to  ?     They  were  indeed  of  the 
fame  Trade,  and  confequcntly  did  not  always  agree  -,  but  they 
met,   fix  Nights  a  Week,    in  the  f?me  Company,  and  appeared 
united  in  the  fame  Caufe.     The  Letter  figner  had  applied  to  him, 
iTiore  than  once,  for  his  Afliftance,  in  the  Support  of  his  Meafures, 
attended  with  fome   Expence,  and  had   fucceeded  in  it  •,  nay  at 
that  very  Moment,  carried  a  Voter  againft  him,  who  had  been  fe- 
cured  by  an  Equivalent,  towards  which  this  Gentleman  was  a 
liberal  Contributor. 

But  if  all  thefe  Reafonings  were  of  no  Weight,  the  very  Con- 
ilitution  of  the  Steadies  was  decifive  in  favour  of  the  Gentleman 
propofed.    I  know  of  no  fundamental  Points  they  were  diftin- 
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■guinicd  by,  except  thck  tVb;  that  a  Perfon,  once  font  up  to  th^ 
i\]dern\cn,  was  cor.rcii:^.'J/  to  continue  on  the  Liil,  till  he 
was  accepted  by  tliem  -,  the  other,  that  wliatever  wrAs  agreed  to 
by  a  Majority  in  their  Meeting,  was  to  be  unanimoudy  iiipported 
in  Afrembly  by  the  whole  Body.  Bgt  what  are  fundamental  Points 
againil  a  Difpenfing  Po.ver  ?  Or  v/hat  are  Majorines  even  of  i^ 
to  4,  (the  Numbers  on  that  Occafion)  if  the  Governor  is  not 
^crum  unus  ? 

Two  Days  after  the  previous  Quefhion,   as  he  fliles  it,  had  beefi 
carried  againll  him,  he  called  upon  me  to  talk  the  Matter  over,     I 
faw  he  v/as  hurt,    but  did  notfufpedl  to  what  Degree  :   I  found  he 
was  angry,  but  did  not  imagine  it  was  with  me.     I   rallied  him  on 
his  Jeaioufy,  and  Apprehenfion  of  his  Competitor  ;  who,  I  frankly 
owned,  was  not  likely  to  be  a  formidable  Rival  to  him,  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Party.     But  that  1  fpoke  of  that  Gentleman,  any 
^  otherwife  with  Contempt  ;  or  ufedthc  Expreflion,  comparing  him, 
to  2,  Wbifp  of  Strazv  \    I  folemnly  declare  to  be  abfolutely  False, 
and  one  of  the  unbounded  Latitudes,  he  fo  frequently  indulges  Ins 
Invention  in.     Indeed,  if  I  had  been  difpofed  to  have  introduced 
a  lowering  Similitude  of  my  worthy   Friend,  I  fhould  rather  have 
compared  him  to  a  Faggot  of  Furze,   which   the  other  could  not 
have  managed,  without  running  the  Rilk  of  pricking  his  Fingers 
in  the  Attempt.     We  parted  to  my  Apprehenfion,  as  good  Friends 
as  we  met ;  and  tho'  he  declared,  he  thought  himfelf  ill  ufed,    and 
would  not  put  it  up ;  I  underftood  him  to  mean  no  more,  than  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  get   off  fome  of  the  Friends  of  tht   new- 
Candidate,  and  not  in  the  leaft,  that   he  entertained  a  1  houghu  of 
joining  the  other  Side. 

But  the  Event  fhowed  I  was  miflaken  :  And  yet  a  Man  might 
read  his  Letter  again,  and  again,  and  not  difcover  the  full  Extent 
of  the  Tranfadlion,  fo  artfully  is  it  flurred  over.  The  Majority  of 
the  Common  Council  appeared  difpofed  to  fupport  my  Caufe,  V^  ho 
would  imagine  from  this,^  that  he  had  deferted  all  his  old  Iwora 
friends,  and  Allies  j  except  the  very  few  he  carried  with  him;  aiid 
•     •  joyned 
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joyned  himfelf,  at  once,  to  thofe  he  had  fo  virulently  oppofed  ? 
Much  Good  may  fuch  a  Triumph  do  him  •,  few  will  envy  him,  e- 
ven  without  the  univerfal  Hatred  and  Contempt,  he  has  incurred 
thereby. 

You  mull  obferve.  Sir,  I  have  avoided  mentioning  any  Thing 
of  his  Converfation,  relating  to  me,  at  London,  and  which  he  pre- 
tends to  have  introduced  as  a  Part  of  our  Difcourfe,  at  the  above 
expoflulatory  Meeting.  The  Fad  is  not  quite  true,  even  as  to  this; 
for  it  was  only  a  Remnant  oi:  it,  he  then  communicated  j  the  Be- 
ginning having  been  enter'd  into  by  us,  fome  1  ime  before.  But 
1  choofe  to  confider  it  all  together,  and  not  retail  it  Piecemeal,  as 
he,  for  Reafons  bell  known  to  himfelf,  affedled  to  do. 

The  Merits  of  a  worthy  Gendeman  •,  the  Means  by  which  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  him  ;  his  Call  to  London^  I  fliall  not  enter 
upon  But  his  meeting  with  the  fame  Gentleman  there,  I  appear 
to  be  nearly  interefled  in.  ^ 

He  fets  out  with  an  untrue  Charge,  as  ufual,  upon  me  ;  that  \ 
alledged,  he  fell  into  that  Gentleman's  Company  at  his  Houfe.  Sir,  I 
never  knew,  or  pretended  to  know  any  Thing  about  it,  but  what  I 
heard  from  himfelf.  Indeed  his  Story  was  not  the  fame  then,  as 
now.  He  told  me,  he  met  the  Gentleman,  fomewhere  or  other,  by 
Accident,  in  the  Street,  he  could  not  tell  the  Place;  but  believed 
it  was  near  the  Hay-market :  That  after  a  few  general  Civilities, 
they  went,  at  his,  the  Letter  figner's  Propofal,  into  a  Tavern  juft 
by,  but  which  alfo  he  did  not  know  the  Name  of.  Kow  the  Story 
is  varied  \  The  Tavern-Meeting  was  by  Appointment,  and  Invita- 
tion. I  really  incline  to  believe  the  latter  Account  •,  not  becaufe  it 
is  in  Print,  but  becaufe  it  is  moft  probable,  as  fo  able  a  Mediator 
was  then  in  Town,  that  an  Event  of  this  Confequence,  was  not  left 
to  the  Chance  of  an  Accidental  Meeting  in  the  Street. 

As  to  the  Converfation  itfelf,  as  far  as  the  Share  the  worthy  Mem- 
ber had  in  it,  I  have  no  ground  of  Con^laint  againfl  Him.     He 
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had  been  told,  that  I  was  of  more  Importance  in  theDifpute  at  Tar* 
mouthy  than  I  either  pretend,  or  wifli  to  be  :  That,  if  1  were  Once 
quieted,  the  Conteft  muft  drop  :  No  Wonder  therefore  He  was  de- 
firous  to  confer  an  Cb ligation  on  me.  The  Delicacy ^  and  obliging 
Manner,  with  which  He  propofed  to  accompany  it,  I  can  eafily 
beheve,  without  the  Letter  figner's  Evidence  ;  as  I  have  experien- 
ced His  Pohtenefs ;  and  am  not  a  Stranger  to  the  Charadler,  His 
Abihties,  and  Merit,  have  gained  him  in  the  Wo^ld. 

But  the  Cafe  is  very  different  with  the  Letter-figner  ;  whether 
we  confider  him,  as  undertakmg  this  Negociation,  without  Autho- 
rity ;  or  the  Manner  in  which,  according  to  his  own  Relation  of 
the  Matter,  he  conduced  what  he  had  thus  afTumed  the  Manage- 
ment of. 

In  the  fird:  Place,  is  any  Thing  more  officious,  nay  impertinent, 
than  to  make  thus  free  with  a  Gentleman's  Name,  without  any 
Pretence  of  Warrant  from  him  ?  To  talk  of  what  he  would  like, 
or  be  averfe  to  ?  v/hat  would  fuit  his  Inclinations,  or  his  Conveni- 
ence, without  having  founded  him  at  all  on  the  Subjedl  ?  and  this 
in  no  lefs  a  Point,  than  the  felling  Himfelf,  and  all  his  Friends. 

But  having  figned  his  own  full  Powers,  let  us  fee  how  this  ^t\^-'^ 
created  Negotiator  proceeds. 

The  firftO/^V^he  mentioned,  (the  fecuring  a  Seat  in  Parliament 
for  me,)  which  he  had  always  declared  to  be  fo  efTential  a  Point, 
as  to  be  a  Kind  of  Preliminary  in  any  Treaty,  fecms  to  have  been 
no  fooner  propofed,  than  given  up  by  him,  on  the  firfl  Objedion  to 
i^.  A  very  unpromifing  fetting  out.  The  fecond  Objed,  he  but 
barely  touched  upon,  in  general  Terms,  in  the  firft  Account,  he 
gave  me  of  this  Converfation  -,  I  might  have  any  Thing  else, 
that  I  would  afk.  This  firfl  Difcourfe  with  him,  was  at  his  own  , 
Houfethe  19th  of  February,  the  Day  after  his  Arrival  from  Z^;^-  j 
don,  when  I  called  on  him,  to  welcome  him  home.  That  he  went 
no  farther  at  that  Time,  I  fuppofe,  was  owing  to  the  cool  Rccepti- 
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o:i  I  gr.ve  his  Overtures^  on  this  Subjed;  I  own  I  was  picqued  to 
j5nd  he  had  been  dabling,  and  more  fo,  that  he  had  made  free  with 
mj  Name.  I  anf/*'ered  him,  that  the  Circumftances  of  my  being 
brought  into  Parhament,  v/as  by  no  Means  fo  eflential  in  my  Eyes, 
as  he  had  always  feemed  to  confider  it.  That  1  did  not  know,  if 
it  was  now  offered  m.e,  whether  I  would  accept  it  or  not  •,  that  I 
was  lefs  eager  for  it,  every  Day  than  others  that  it  was  too  lare 
in  Life  for  me  to  wifh  it ;  that  it  v/ould  alter  my  whole  Plan  ;  and 
that  my  Affairs  required  CEconomy  rather  than  Expence^  Thus 
far  13  true  :  But  then  Sir,  this  was  applied  to  the  Point  he  had  ftart- 
ed,  of  my  coming  into  Parliamcntt  not  for  7^ar?7icuth^  but  fcr  fcm.e 
oihn*  Place  -,  and  tho'  I  might  have  waved  thefe  Objeclions  for  the 
Service  of  ray  own  native  Town,  and  in  Com.pliance  with  the  De- 
fires  of  my  Friends  ;  yet  I  was  not  obliged  to  make  this  Sacrifice, 
on  any  other  Motives.  But  as  to  the  reft  of  the  Converfation,  fo 
folemnly  introduced  -,  that  it  wcult,  be  a  mcft  unhappy  Bay  to  me  \ 
that  7ny  Heart  aked  7nore  than  Mr.  B's  i^c,  I  do  afTert  on  my  Plonour, 
it  is  ail  a  Forgery  of  his  own.  I  have  indeed  fometimes,  amongfl: 
my  Friends,  and  perhaps  when  he  wasprefent,  laid,  in  a  laughing 
Manner,  that  1  began  to  be  frightened,  when  the  Polls  ran  lo  near 
on  the  latl:  Occafion  :  but  I  never  entertained,  or,  to  him,  or  O- 
thers,  privately,  or  publickly,  exprefled  a  ferious  Fear,  or  Diflil^e, 
inconHilent  with  the  Purfuit  I  was  openly  engaged  in. 

The  Remainder  of  this  Account  of  the  Treaty  he  had  underta- 
ken, was  not,  as  I  have  faid  before,  comamunicated  to  me  at  this 
£rfl  Vifit  -,  but  was  kept  back,  till  he  called  upon  me,  to  expoflulate 
about  the  Affair  of  the  Common-C(.uncil-man,  which  was  on  the 
7th  of  March.  1  then  found  Matters  had  gone  m.uch  farther  -,  that 
the  ANY- THING  ELSE  had  been  amply  difcuffed,  and  almoft  enga- 
ged for,  by  him.  Me  fays  in  his  Letter,  that  he  thought  I  might  not 
he  averfe  to  it  on  many  Accounts  \  but  thank  God,  Sir,  he  was  not 
born  to  ihink^  or  judge  for  me  :  I  had  entertained  fome  Sufpicion, 
that  all  v/as  not  right,  from  the  fhuffling  and  embarralTed  Manner, 
in  which  he  pretended  to  account  for  the  accidental  Meeting  in  the 
Street;  with  the  worthy  Member  j  but    this  retailing  to  ire  by 
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Scraps,  and  at  a  Fortmght's  Interval,  a  Circumftance,  in  which  my  j 
Honour,   and  my  Intereft  were   fo  nearJy  concerned,  left  me  no  ! 
IRoom  to  doubt  of  the  Motives,  he  had  a6ted  upon.     Was  this  the 
Confidence  he  had  fo  inviolably  kept  up  towards  me  on  his  Part  ?  It 
was  a  Confidence  indeed,  but  in  a  Scnfe  very  difFerent,  from  what  he 
would  wifli  to  underlland  it  in. 

I  was  warm.  Sir,  I  had  Reafon,  on  fuch  Treatment ;  but  I  did 
not  explain  to  him,  the  real  Caufe  of  it ;  as  I  had  no  Intention  to 
give  him  a  Handle  to  break  with  me  :  I  direded  my  Warmth  a- 
gainft  the  Treaty,  not  the  Negotiator ;  and  I  talked  big,  (little 
Men,  when  angry,  will  fometimes  do  fo,J  of  my  Determination,  to 
keep  up  the  Oppofition  ♦,  but  I  faid  nothing,  which,  as  I  have  fhown 
above,  I  have  Reafon  to  be  aihamed  of. 

He  fays,  I  mentioned  with  Refcntmcnt,  my  being  appointed 
High-Sheriff.  I  own,  at  that  Time,  I  thought  myfelf  not  well- 
ufed  in  it :  But  the  Noble  Lord,  who  is  at  the  Head  of  the  Coun- 
ty, having  fince  vouchfafed  to  enter  into  a  voluntary  Explanation 
with  me,  of  the  Circumflances  that  attended  it ;  I  hold  myfelf  fo 
much  honoured  by  this  Condefcenfion  of  his  Lordihip,  that,  agree- 
ably to  what  I  then  told  him,  I  will  never  fufFer  myfelf  to  think  of 
it  more. 

But  the  Letter- figner  fays,  1  ohje 51  ed  to  t\it  Offer ^  partly  that  it 
was  not  explicit  enough^  and  partly  that  fo  many  Perfons  were  to  be  con- 
fulted,     I  told  him  indeed,    I  could  enter  into  no  Treaty,   were  I  fo 
difpofed,  without  confulting  my  Friends^    in  a  General,   and  Publick 
Manner.     But  I  alked  him,  at  the  fame  Time,  if  I  had  ever  given 
him  any  Grounds  to  fuppofe,  that  I  had  any  Views  to  a  Place,  as 
the  Terms  of  an   Accommodation.     I  added,  that  if  any   Tiring' 
^vould  induce  me  to  liflen  to  Overtures  on  this  Subject ;  it  muft  be  • 
a  Stipulation,  that  my  Friends  fhould  enjoy  an  equal  Share   o^  the  ' 
Favours  of  the  Adminiftration,  in  this  Town,  with  thofe  of  the  o-  '. 
ther  Side.     This  he  eagerly  catchcd  at,  as  imagining  the  Bufinefs  . 
Was  fettled  at  iaft  j    and  aflured  me  ^ith  great  Warmth,  that  he  ' 
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would  undertake  for  t!"e  Succefs  of  it  •,  and  that  I  fhould  ajk  no- 
thing but  what  I  fhould  obtain  :  But  his  Countenance  foon  chang- 
ed when  I  went  on  in  thefe  Words.  AJk  ?  of  whom  did  you  ima- 
gine I  meant  to  allc  ?  of  — — and ,  no  Sir,  I  ex- 

peft  to  have  an  equal  Right  of  applying  originally^   to  the  Boards 
and  Offices  above^  in  the  fame  Manner,  as  thofe  Gentlemen  do.  Thefe 
were  the  Terms ^  he  fays,  I  hinted  ;  but  werefuch^  as  heknew^  neither 
wowldy  nor  could  be  accepted.     Thus  ended  our  Negotiation. 

But  the  Letter  figner  accufes  me  of  reporting  this  Converfation, 
contraiy  to  a  Fromife  of  Secrecy  :  Was  ever  any  Charge  fo  abfurd  ? 
I  was  the  Perfon  mofl  interefted  in  it  -,  whofe  Name  had  been  bandi- 
ed about  without  any  Authority ;  and  was  I  to  keep  the  Secret  of 
his  officious  Intermeddling  ?  I  might  be  hurt  in  my  Chara6ler  with 
my  Friends  •,  I  muft  be  lefTened  in  the  Opinion  of  the  worthy  Mem- 
ber J  could  it  be  fuppofed  I  was  accefTary  to  thefe  Overtures  :  And 
what  could  be  more  fufpicious  than  my  rifking  thefe  Inconvenien- 
cies,  to  preferve  his  Secret,  when  it  had  once  come  to  my  Know- 
ledge.^ 

And  yet,  on  this  pretended  Breach  of  Truft,  and  another  of  the 
fame  kind,  equally  refuted  above,  does  he  found  his  Juftification  of 
revealing,  what  he  calls,  private  Converfations  :  But  I  acquit  him 
of  the  Charge  of  betraying;  and  leave  him,  to  the  Alternative,  in 
the  two,  well-known  Lines  of  Pope,  on  a  fimilar  Occafion. 

I  have  now,  got  at  laft  through  all  the  Charges  he  has  brought 
againft  me  -,  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have  given  them,  what  You, 
Sir,  and  all  the  World  will,  I  hope,  think  a  proper  Replv. 

Some  few  Matters,  mterfperfed  in  different  Parts  of  his  Work, 
as  Motives,  or  Juftifieations  of  his  Conduft,  I  fhall  very  (lightly 
touch  upon. 

The  Good  •f  the  Town^  mentioned  Page  2d.  and  explained  in 
Pagethei3th>  tom^m  the  Pmc  of  it ^h^s  certainly  been  an  Ob- 
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je£b  always  in  his  View.  It  was  fo,  no  Doubt,  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  prefent  Difputes,  when  his  Difappointment  made  him  fpirit  up, 
and  inflame  the  Oppofirion  to  the  then  Members.  The  Contefts 
that  followed,  had  no  Tendency  to  difturb  that  Peace^  fo  long  as  he 
was  ftrengthening  his  own  private  Party,  to  render  himfelf  confi- 
derable-,  and  enjoying,  unrivalled,  the  Profits  flowing  in  from  thefe 
Difputes  :  But  when  thefe  artful  underhand  Dealings  began  to  be 
fufpedted  -,  when  the  Superiority  obtained  by  one  Party,  had  put  an 
End  to  thefe  lucrative  Litigations  ;  the  Peace  of  the  Town  required 
that  he  fhould^(9  over  to  the  other  Sidey  and  by  condefcending  to 
undertake  the  Government  of  them,  and  the  Diredtion  of  their  Law 
Profecutions,  demonflrate  his  Impartiality,  in  equally  fkimming  \ 
fhe  Cream  of  both  :  For  nothing  excites  fo  ftrong  a  Difpofition  to 
Peace^  in  private  Men,  or  Parties,  as  eafing  them  of  all  the  fuper- 
fluous  Incumbrances  of  Wealth. 

His  Refentment  alfo  was  fatiated  by  Succefs ;  for  he  had  the  Va- 
nity to  tell  a  Gentleman,  of  the  firft  Rank  and  Diftindllon  in  this 
Town,  v/hofe  Authority  I  have  to  mention  it ;  that  He  had  carried 
his  Point  by  driving  out  One  of  the  Members,  whom  he  difliked, 
and  had  no  Objedlion  to  the  Other,  who  had  come  in  his  Room, 
This  was  before  the  Ungrateful  Conduct  of  the  Steadies ;  or  the 
Friendfhip  between  us,  being  firfl  violated  by  me.  When  the  great 
Leader  had  thus  declared  himfelf  fatisfied,  was  it  for  any  one  elfe, 
to  prefume  to  carry  on  an  Oppofition  ?  After  this  CelTation  of 
Arms  proclaimed,  fhould  any  of  his  Subjects  dare  to  continue  the 
War  ? 

I 

But  this.  Sir,  is  not  the  only  Inftance,  in  which  the  exorbitant 
Vanity  of  this  Man,  has  put  himfelf  on  a  Par  with  One  in  every 
Degree,  fo  much  his  Superior,  as  the  Right  Honourable  Perfon 
alluded  to,  thus  freely,  by  him.  When  from  the  Viciflltudes,  to 
which  even  the  Great  are  liable,  this  Honourable  Perfon  had  been 
removed,  from  a  high  Station,  in  December  1755,  the  Relation  ol. 
the  Letter- figner,  mentioned  fome  Time  fince,  who  had  been  turn, 
cd  out  of  a  paltry  Place  in  the  Cuftoms,  was  to  be  fet  up  to  inful' 
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Him,  by  an  impertinent  Parallel  drawn  between  them  ;  and  a  Let- 
ter was  produced  at  a  publick  Club,  written  in  his  Name,  by  this 
all-accomplifhed  Undertaker,  fluffed  widi  low-bred  Raillery,  and 
Scraps  of  School-boys  Latin5to  congratulate  this  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman, on  the  Simiiitude  of  their  then  Situation  :  So  that  even  the 
Kindred  of  this  M in,  like  the  Kindred  of  the  Arabian  Prophet, 
were  fprung  up  to  a  Level,  equal  to  the  highefl  Birth,  and  Digni- 
ty in  the  State.  That  this  Letter  was  not  fent,  was  entirely  owing 
to  me  :  Some  Gentlemen  were  filent ;  but  I  was  warm  againil  it  j 
to  the  no-fmall  Mortification  of  the  Compofer  :  And  1  now  put 
Sn  my  Claim  to  this,  as  an  Obligation^  he  is  under  to  me  ;  that  I 
prevented  him  from  expofmghis  Emptinefs,  and  Vanity ;  and  pro- 
bably preferved  him  from  that  Chaflifement,  which  might  have. 
followed,  on  fuch  an  unwarrantable  Infult  on  his  Betters. 

But,  Sir,  if  I  could  ever  regret  my  having  preferved,  even  in 
the  Midft  of  the  Warmth  of  Oppofition,  that  Decency,  and  thofe 
Feelings,  which  diilinguifh  real  Gentlemen  to  each  other^  I  iliould 
be  almoft  tempted  to  wifh,  that  this  Letter  had  been  fent ;  or,  at 
leaft,  that  it  could  be  produced  at  this  Moment  •,  as  it  muft  afford 
fo  decifive  a  Proof,  to  Unbelievers,  of  the  miraculous  Improve- 
ment, I  might  almoft  fay,  Infpiration,  of  this  Man,  fince  that 
Time  ;  or  elle,  that  he  could  not  be  the  Author  of  the  Letter, 
now  under  my  Confideration, 

The  Misfortunes^  which  fince  our  laft  Conteft,  have  befallen  the 
^own  in  general^  and  fo  many  of  my  Friends  in  particular,  I  certain- 
ly, in  every  Light,  muft  feel  and  lament ;  but  that  thefe  have,  e- 
ven  in  the  remotefl  Degree,  been  owing  to  our  Eledlion  Difputes, 
as  infmuated  Page  the  13th;  I  utterly  deny.  What  Effed  thefe 
Circumftances  might  have  had,  on  the  Difpofition  of  the  opponent 
Parties,  on  the  next  occafion,  I  won't  pretend  to  determine  :  It  is 
probable  they  would  have  had  their  Weight :  And  fure,  this  was  a 
Reafon,  to  have  luffered  Things  to  take  their  natural  Courfe,  had 
the  Peace  of  the  Town^  and  the  refioring  Harmony  among  his  Neigh- 
ioursy  been  the  real  Motives  of  this  Man's  Proceedings.    But  if  the 
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Flame  was  allowed  to  die  out  of  itfelf,  it  was  of  no  Advantage  to 
him,  that  he  had  kindled  it ;  His  Intereft  required  that  Fie  ihould 
avail  himfelf,  of  appearing  to  be  the  great  Author  of  both  •,  to  this 
every  other  Confideiation  was  to  be  facrificed  :  And  I  doub:  whe- 
ther his  new  Friends  will  find  themfelves  more  beholden  to  him,  for 
his  late,  than  for  his  former  Condud  in  thefe  Affairs. 

The  Profperlty  of  the  Town,  fo  plaufibly  defined  to  depend  on 
It's  Connedtions  with  Men,  powerful  enough  to  help  the  Unfortunate  ? 
or  in  other  Words,  to  procure  them  Places  ;  is  furely  calculated  to 
impofe  on  only  the  mereft  Novice  in  thefe  Matters.  Whenever  did 
the  Unfortunate  fucceed  ;  if  the  Serviceable,  and  the  Important,  put 
in  their  Claim  for  Favours  ?  A  nd  under  which  of  thefe  Defcripti- 
ons,  did  the  Letter- figner  (land,  when  the  ever- memorable  Appli- 
cation was  made  in  his  Behalf  ^ 

As  to  the  I'orrent  of  Ahufe  faid  to  be  pcured  out  againft  him, 
from  the  Day  of  his  pulling  off  the  Mafk,  by  deferting,  and  betray- 
ing the  Friends,  whom  he  \\2id  formed  and  managed,  harangued,  and 
fung,  as  he  flattered  himfelf,  into  an  abfolute  Subfervicnce  to  his 
Didtates  •,  it  is  no  Wonder  They  Ihould  be  exafperatcd,  when  they 
difcovered  the  Duplicity,  the  Treachery,  and   the  Contempt,  with. 

which  they  had  been  treated. But  if  I  confidered  it  as  an  A51  of 

Hojlility,  1  was  certainly  the  tamcft,  and  moft  fubmiflive  Enemy,   he 
could  wi£h  to  be  oppofed  to.     I  met  him  on  the  Key,    the   very 
Morning  after  this  memorable  Meafure,  and  converfed   with  him, 
as  freely  and  familiarly,  as  ever  :  At  the   publick   Exercife  of  the 
MihtiaatNoiwich,  in  Whitfun*week,  which  was  two  Months  af- 
ter, I  went  up  and  fpoke  to  him  at  Table,  with  Civility,  nay  with; 
good-natured  Raillery  •,  as  a  worthy  Friend  of  his,  and  mine,  who 
was  prefent,  cannot  have  forgot.     Indeed,  as  I  had  heard  he  com- 
plained of  my  Ill-ufage  of  him,  in  the  Affair   of  the   Common- 
Council-man  ;  I  endeavoured  to  clear  myfelf,  onthac  Head,  to  fuch 
Friends,  as  fell  in  my   Way,  by  fhowing,  that  I  had  not  inter med-  • 
died  in  it  at  all :  For,  I  fuppofe,  I  was  not  to  fit  down  quietly,  un-  ; 
der  the  Imputation  of  Ingratitude  j  a  Charge,  Sir,  which  I  appre-^ 
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hend  refle6ls  highly  on  the  Charader  of  a  Gentleman  ;  how  light- 
ly foever  he  may  think  of  it  ;  as  it  is  not  a  Crime  cognizable  in 
the  Courts  of  Law  ;  I  fay.  Sir,  I  was  not  to  fit  down  under  it,  on- 
ly from  a  Scruple,  that  my  neceflary  Defence  would  expofe  the 
Weaknefs  of  the  Reafons,  by  which  he  pretended  to  palliate  his 
Change  of   Principles  and  Condu6t. 

Tpie  Inf lilt  under  his  Window^  I  fhould  not  have  thought  wortli 
taking  Notice  of  -,  as  the  Circumftance  of  the  Place  was  accidental^ 
being  the  common  Walk  of  the  Gentlemen  in  that  Neighbour- 
hood ;  and  what  was  faid  was  certainly  intended  to  be  carried  to 
him,  or  it  would  not  have  been  mentioned  in  the  Company  then 
met  together:  But  the  very  Words  themfelves  had  no  Reference 
to  any  one  Fad  inferred,  or  alluded  to,  in  his  Letter ;  and  confe- 
quently  are  fcarce  a  Part  of  our  prefent  Difpute.  The  Words 
were  fpoken,  on  the  Evening  of  the  29th  of  Auguft  laft  ;  and  he 
has  no  more  Pretence  to  alledge  them,  as  a  Juftification  of  his 
fhamelefs  Behaviour,  that  Morning,  than  ke  can  plead  the  Afpe- 
rity,  with  which  I  think  myfelf  intitled,  and  obliged  to  treat  him, 
in  this  Reply,  as  a  Motive  for  his  addrefling  to  me,  the  Letter 
which  gave  the  Provocation  to  it. 

''  The  Tranfa'^ions  indeed  of  that  Day  deferve  a  Hiftory  by  them- 
felves •,  I  wifh  fome  proper  Pen  would  undertake  it.  I  will  only 
fay,  that  the  Daring  to  mention  the  Peace  of  the  Town,  by  one, 
who  was,  and  is  the  great  Author,  and  Leader  of  all  the  Animo- 
fity,  and  Confufion,  wherein  this  unhappy  Place  has  been  fo  deeply 
involved,  ever  fmce  that  Date,  can  be  equalled  by  nothing,  but 
the  Sincerity  and  Tendernefs  pradtifed  by  the  Inquifitors,  in  the 
Church  of  Rome,  who  when  they  deliver  over  the  condemned 
Criminals,  to  be  burned  at  the  Stake,  always  intreat  the  fecular 
Judges,  with  many  pious  Prayers,  that  their  Lives  may  be  fpared. 

His  Defence  againft  the  Charge  of  having  deferted  his  Party,  is 
fo  extremely  ridiculous,  as  fcarce  to  deferve  any  Remark.  His 
Principles  of  Duty  znd  Allegiance  to  the  prefent  Government  are  the 
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fame  as  ever  :  It  would  have  been  juft  as  much  to  the  Purpofe,  ro 
have  told  us  he  had  not  changed  his  Religion,  or  renounced  his 
Bapiifm.  Bit  his  Argument  about  Principies  is  juft  upon  a  Par, 
with  that  of  a  Man  born  blind,  who  Ihould  deny  the  Lxiftence  of 
Colours  :  He  has  nothing  v;ithin  him,  can  excite  fuch  Ideas  •,  and 
therefore  naturally  concludes,no  fuch  are  any  where  elfe  to  be  found. 

But,  for  my  Part,  Sir,  who  from  a  narrow  and  confined  Plan  of 
Education,  was  never  indulged  in  fuch  a  convenient  Latitude  of 
Sentiments  ;  I  have  always  been  taught  to  pay  a  flronger  Regard, 
to  Principles,  than  to  Men  ;  and  am  vain  enough  to  flitter  myfelf, 
the  former  have  been  the  Motives  for  my  Condu6l  thro'  Life, 
without  wanting  the  additional  Spur  of  peifonal  Refentment, 
either  on  my  own,  or  my  Family's  Account. 

I  have  always  confidered  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  moft  likely 
to  promote  the  publick  Good,  and  anfwer  its  great  Intention,  in 
the  excellent  Plan  of  our  Conflitution,  when  compofed  of  Mem- 
bers free  from,  and  independent,  of  the  Influence  of  Places,  and 
JExpedlations. 

I  have  always  thought  a  Town,  which  enjoys  the  Right  of 
fending  Members  to  Parliament,  beft  confults  its  own  Advantage, 
as  well  as  Honour,  when  it  entrufls  the  Defence  of  its  Interells, 
and  Privileges,  to  fome  of  its  Inhabitants,  or  Neighbours,  if  any 
can  be  found  qualified  for  that  Service  ;  rather  than  to  Strangers, 
however  powerful  in  Family^  or  ConneSlions. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  oftner  the  Conflitution  is 
brought  back,  to  its  original  Principle  of  frequent  Eledions,  the 
more  free  and  incorrupt  will  that  Branch  of  the  Legiflature  be, 
which  is  the  Objedt  of  them. 

These  three  fundamental  Principles  have  been  the  Rule  of  my 
Condud,  both  in  regard  to  myfelf,  and  others  •,  and  I  am  confident 
will  juftify  every  Step,  of  a  publick  Nature,  in  which  I  have  been 
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engaged.  How  I  have  carried  on  thefe  Contefts,  when  oncre  en- 
tered into  them,  fome  Circumftances  have  appeared,  in  the  Courfe 
of  this  Reply ;  to  which  I  cannot  pretend  to  add  any  more,  after 
having  already  trefpafled  beyond  all  Bounds  on  Your  Patience,  and 
the  Reader's,  in  a  perpetual  Egotifm  of  40  Pages.  Let  the  Let- 
ter-figner  produce  one  Jingle  Inftance,  of  a  Voter  corrupted,  threat- 
ened, perfuaded  to  violate  his  Promife,  or  foli cited  to  break  thro* 
his  Family  Conne6lions,  or  Dependancies,  by  me;  (or  attempted, 
or  permitted  to  be  fo,  as  far  as  my  Knowledge  of  fuch  Matters 
.could  reach,)  and  I  will  give  upall  the  Difpute  between  us,  and 
fubmit  to  ftand,in  the  difengenuous  and  ungrateful  Light,  in  which 
■he  has  endeavoured  to  reprefent  me.  But,  if  I  appear  to  have 
been  confiftent,  in  my  Entrance  into,  in  my  Management  of 
.and  in  my  Perfeverance  in,  the  political  Syflem  I  have  embraced  ; 
I  truft,  I  lliall  not  fuffer,  in  the  Charadcr  I  once  bore,  becaufe  a 
deiigning  and  difappointed  Man  has  not  found  me  tractable  to  his 
felfiili  Purpofes ;  and  for  that  Reafon,  wants  to  blaft  what  he  could 
neither  undermine,  nor  corrupt. 

But  I  have  done  with  him.  Sir,  not  only  for  this  Occafion,  but 
for  ever.  1  have  been  led  on,  much  farther  than  I  defigned,  in 
laying  open  his  Charadler  and  Views, becaufe  I  found  his  Detedion 
involved  with  my  Defence  ;  and  having  amply,  I  hope,  cleared  my 
publick  Conduct  to  the  World,  I  was  not  willing  to  fuffer  the 
Charge  of  Ingratitude,  towards  a  private  Ferlbn,  to  fland  unan- 
fwered  againft  me.  However,  I  do  not  mean  to  engage  in  an 
endlefs  Paper  War;  with  Reludance  I  took  up  the  Pen,  with  great 
Pleafure  I  lay  it  finally  down  :  Nor  will  I  be  provoked,  by  aught 
ho  can  write,  to  refume  it,  in  this  Difpute.  The  Impartial  and 
Unprejudiced  will  judge  fufEciently,  from  the  Fads  here  exhibited; 
and  10  them  only  I  write  Cavil  and  Chicane  have  their  Ad- 
mirers ;  and  I  leave  him  the  full  and  unrivalled  PoiTefTion  of  fuch. 

I  have  taken  up  too  much  of  Your  Time  already,  to  dare  to 
trefiafs  farther  by  an  Apology  ;  and  only  hope,  that  at  the  End  of 
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this  Vindication,  addreffed,  dear  Sir,  to  You^   by  Your  kind  Al- 
lowance, You  will  not  be  afliamed  to  fee  the  Name  of 

Tour  mofi  obliged  Friend^  and 

faithful  humble  Servant^ 


T^TI^"'  RICHARD  FULLER. 


r  I  N  I  s. 


